Cover Photo 

BVA 64th National Convention attendees strolling through downtown Portland, Oregon, will inevitably come upon Riverplace District, a sector lined with restaurants and retail outlets at the city’s waterfront. Photo courtesy of Edward Nugent, Travel Portland. Check out this issue of the Bulletin for a convention preview. 
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Historic Visits 


The BVA Legislative Committee, consisting of National President Norman Jones, Vice President Roy Kekahuna, and Director of District 5 George Stocking, converged on the Nation’s Capital just two days after the area’s heaviest snowstorm of the winter season. On March 1, as we made our way to the first scheduled visit of the week at the office of recently confirmed Secretary of Veterans Affairs (VA) Eric K. Shinseki, a second storm was well underway. 


Secretary Shinseki listened to our historical overview of BVA. We then explained our current programs and issues, which seemed to interest him a great deal. The Secretary asserted, as he has in recent testimony, that as a combat-wounded Vietnam veteran, he would be sensitive to the needs of veterans of the early 21st century, providing strong leadership that would result in better quality health care and benefits as well as improved timeliness in the claims delivery process.


After visiting with the Secretary, the Committee had a full slate of appointments with key Members of the House and Senate Committees on Veterans Affairs that occupied most of the next two days.

Flurry of Hill

Appearances 
 
As always, the highlight of the week with our visiting BVA Board of Directors was the annual presentation of our legislative priorities before a joint hearing of both the House and Senate VA Committees on March 5. For the second consecutive year, the oral testimony occurred on the Senate side of Capitol Hill in a panel format that also included the American Ex-Prisoners of War, Gold Star Wives, Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America, Jewish War Veterans, Paralyzed Veterans of America, and the Wounded Warrior Project. Norman did an outstanding job of synthesizing in five minutes the 12-page document we had previously submitted for the Congressional Record.


As was the case with the other organizations, Norman emphasized our concern that Congress provide a new model for VA health care funding by passing the House and Senate bills providing for Advance Funding. He also requested immediate improvements in the “Seamless Transition” process for the combat eye-wounded service members returning from Iraq and Afghanistan and the implementation of the long-awaited Vision Center of Excellence (VCE). 


An unusual opportunity presented itself the day prior to our annual testimony. With only a few days notice, the Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity asked us to prepare written testimony and appear for an oral statement on specific legislation. In this case, the bill provided for scholarships for students enrolled in academic programs that would prepare them to become vision rehabilitation professionals within the VA system. 


In the mix of everything else going on that week, we urged the passage of H.R. 228 in our testimony so that the most promising of prospective rehab professionals might be attracted to VA service and the opportunity to work with blinded veterans. 


As a side note, we learned in mid-April that Senator Sherrod Brown (D-OH) was poised to introduce a companion bill in the Senate. The legislation, identified as The Vision Scholars Act of 2009, S. 793, became the focus of considerable attention during a VA Senate Committee hearing on April 22. Both BVA and Senator Brown’s office issued press releases about the legislation’s introduction. 

Not even a week had gone by after our annual testimony and midwinter Board meeting that we were once again contacted and asked to appear before the House VA Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigation on March 17. The purpose of this hearing was to gather information on the lack of progress on the Congressionally mandated VCE. As we have described in past Updates, the legislation creating VCE was part of the National Defense Authorization Act of 2008.

BVA arranged for three of our combat-blinded Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) and Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) retired Army veterans and one spouse to provide testimony on the significant problems they had encountered in obtaining the care, services, and benefits they had earned relative to their legal blindness. 

Specialist Travis Fugate, Sergeant David Kinney III, and Master Sergeant Gilbert Magallanes, Jr. and his wife Sherry shared the frustrations they had experienced in the transition from military medical facilities to the VA system. All of them spoke specifically about the limited assistance they received in obtaining services for their eye injuries, relating that Department of Defense (DoD) Case Managers did not provide them with the connection to VA Blind Rehabilitation Service (BRS) in a timely manner. 

A Pentagon witness was, at various times throughout the hearing, questioned pointedly as to why the process of establishing VCE had been so slow. He was told that the rationale behind the legislation creating VCE was to avert the very problems experienced by the three men present and their families, and that the 13-month delay in getting things off the ground was inexcusable. 

Although he is not a regular member of the Subcommittee, Ranking Member of the full House Committee Steve Buyer (R-IN-4) attended the hearing and participated. We were most grateful for his support. At one point, Buyer told the Pentagon witness that VCE must become a top priority immediately and that staffing, funding, and program operations were to take on major progress so that a report back to the full Committee could be provided within 30 days. 

Shortly thereafter, newly appointed VCE Director Donald Gagliano (see Autumn 2008 Bulletin for biographical information) received notification that the first installment of $3 million had been approved as a result of BVA input at the hearing. In a matter of days, we went from a 13-month delay to a result that included initial funding, approval to hire various support staff, and a commitment to an electronic registry that would track combat eye injuries.

In addition to the hearing, we received additional help from the Subcommittee in the form of a letter to DoD Secretary Robert Gates and Secretary Shinseki. The letter requested their direct supervision and involvement, if necessary, in getting VCE off the ground. It was signed by Representatives Michael Michaud (D-ME-2), Harry Mitchell (D-AZ-5), Zack Space (D-OH-18), Glenn Nye (D-VA-2), John Boozman (R-AR-3), Harry Teague (D-NM-2), and Tim Walz (D-MN-4).

We are now working to ensure that the current War Supplemental legislation includes funding for renovation of space at the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, where the headquarters for VCE will be located on the existing first floor. We are visiting Congressional offices frequently to explain the importance of getting such construction funding inserted. On May 12, Senator Patty Murray (D-WA) demonstrated her support by introducing an amendment that added $4.1 million for VCE.

Our hope that VCE will become fully established within the next few months is now becoming more realistic. What this will mean is an effective mechanism for tracking the eye wounded and their specific injuries, the ability to create clinical policy guidelines and protocol for the severely eye injured, and the coordination of a variety of significant and exciting vision research projects.

BVA participated in still one more Hill hearing on April 28, once again scheduled by the House VA Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigation. The hearing was entitled “Leaving No One Behind: Is the Federal Recovery Coordination Program Working?” Its purpose was to examine the effectiveness of the recovery program in bringing coordinated care to injured veterans by ensuring that they have a single point of contact to navigate the DoD and VA bureaucracies. 
Appearing on a panel with two injured veterans and two family members of injured veterans, we testified that many of our returning wounded service members and their families continue to be gripped by frustration as they seek coordinated care but are unable to obtain it without serious hardship.

FY 2010 Budget
The Veterans Service Organization (VSO) Independent Budget for FY 2010 called for a minimum increase of $4.3 billion over this year’s VA health care funding. BVA supports this projected need. Although we must wait still longer to receive details regarding the Obama Administration’s proposed budget, we do know that it calls for an increase larger than the Independent Budget recommendation. 

The item for which we will be searching most carefully in the new budget is implementation of a three-year plan for a Continuum of Care for new outpatient blind and low-vision programs. The plan was proposed and initiated two years ago. We appreciate the progress that has occurred during the past two years. During that time, funding for these new programs has been close to $30 million. 
Specifically, the funding has been directed to the 54 new low-vision and advanced blind outpatient programs that provide veterans with local services which address vision problems in their earliest stages. We are pleased that our efforts have been recognized and that the funding provided during the past two budget cycles has kept program development on schedule. 

Critical Spring

Legislation

 
The 111th Congress returned from a two-week Easter recess with a full task list from which to prioritize its business. The items on the legislative agenda included dozens of potential bills from VA Committee business on both the House and Senate sides of Capitol Hill. 


One such item included legislation, H.R. 1335, introduced by Representative Debbie Halverson (D-IL-11) to eliminate co-payments required of catastrophically disabled veterans who are nonservice-connected but who must pay for inpatient rehabilitation services. The bill now has 26 co-sponsors, including Chairman Bob Filner (D-CA-52). We were pleased to learn that Senator Bernie Sanders (D-VT) introduced Senate companion legislation, S. 821, on April 2.


S. 821 and the aforementioned S. 793 providing for VA scholarships were two of 18 health care bills discussed at a Senate VA Committee hearing on April 22. Senators Brown and Sanders invoked Committee members during the hearing to fully support and vote in favor of the two BVA bills when they come up for a vote in Committee on May 21. 


We are pleased by the attention our legislation is receiving when there is so much else going on in the world of budget and appropriations hearings. Based on our meetings with legislative staff, we expect these two key bills to be passed before the Memorial Day recess. 

White House 
Invitations

President Obama invited representatives from ten of the major VSOs, including BVA, to meet with him and Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel in the Roosevelt Room in the West Wing of the White House on March 16. Secretary Shinseki was also present.

The meeting was called to discuss a proposed plan from the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) in which veterans’ private insurance companies would be billed for service-connected medical care. The objective would be millions in savings to the federal government. 

VSOs unified in strong opposition to this plan and openly expressed their dismay during the meeting. Within 48 hours, the White House announced that the plan would not be submitted to Congress for consideration. 

Once the dust had settled, the White House evidently realized that OMB had made a serious policy error in even making such a proposal without consulting the veterans groups. In the midst of the controversy, Chairman Filner proclaimed the initiative “dead on arrival” while other VA Committee Members chimed in similarly. When all was said and done, Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA-8) was one of the first to announce that the suggestion was off the table. 

On March 23, we were again called to the White House, this time for a meeting of essentially the same group with President Obama, Secretary Gates, and Secretary Shinseki. The discussion centered around the acceleration of efforts to provide a bidirectional exchange of service member health care records between DoD and VA, including the DD-214 service record. Accompanying the rhetoric was a pledge of $5.2 billion in additional funding for FY 2010 VA health care appropriations, the single largest increase ever. 

President Obama also announced in the same meeting that the White House would fully support the Advance Funding legislation currently before Congress, initiated by the Partnership for Health Care Budget Reform of which BVA is a member. 

The Partnership considers the legislation a top priority. Norman Jones also made it a point of emphasis in BVA’s oral and written testimony only three weeks before. The Veterans Health Care Budget Reform and Transparency Act of 2009, introduced by the respective House and Senate VA Chairmen, had 69 co-sponsors in the House and 34 in the Senate. 

The President’s support is a major step in the right direction. While we were fortunate enough this year (FY 2009) to have VA appropriations passed and signed during the first week of October, this achievement was an exception rather than the rule. The appropriations process has sometimes dragged on for months and has been completed on time only three times in the past 22 years. Providing adequate, timely, and predictable funding for VA health care is critical to the future care of our nation’s veterans.

On April 29, we learned that the 2010 Senate Budget Resolution passed that same day contained an Advance Funding provision. While the Budget Resolution is non-binding, it plays a major role in guiding appropriations. The inclusion of Advance Funding for veterans marks yet another step forward for this landmark legislation. 

For additional information on the progress of Advance Funding and related hearings, many of which should occur before the Memorial Day recess, please visit the website of the Partnership at www.fundingforvets.org. 

Other Collaborative Efforts
BVA continues to work with other organizations on advocacy issues of mutual concern such as those dealing with Section 508 Disability Access Compliance and the public safety concerns associated with quiet electric cars. 

Representative Cliff Stearns (R-FL-6) introduced the Pedestrian Safety Enhancement Act of 2009, H.R. 734, to direct automakers to include warnings to pedestrians that drivers can initiate from within electric cars. Stearns’ determination to introduce the legislation came when he himself was almost hit by an electric car in his home state. He indicated that if a sighted person is in danger as a result of noiseless cars, a blind pedestrian is at risk all the more.


BVA has also enjoyed a fruitful and pleasant working relationship with Jim Jorkasky, Executive Director of the National Alliance for Eye Vision Research (NAEVR). Most recently, we have collaborated with him on a potential increase in funding for the Congressionally Directed Medical Research Program from the current level of $4 million this year to $10 million for FY 2010. The additional funding would be dedicated to medical research on combat eye trauma. 


We have also worked with Jim on securing increased funding support for National Institutes of Health vision research that would benefit blinded veterans and all American citizens who could, in the future, develop degenerative eye diseases. 


Jim graciously mentions BVA in NAEVR newsletters and credits us with bringing greater awareness to Members of Congress on the importance of Traumatic Brain Injury vision dysfunction research and funding. The feeling is certainly mutual. We frequently attend Congressional briefings with Jim and other NAEVR officials, having seen powerful efforts on their part to improve the chances for new treatments and cures for the various degenerative eye diseases and eye injuries.

Veterans’ Corps

Signed into Law

On April 21, President Obama signed the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act, which included a provision from Representatives Phil Hare (D-IL-17) and John Sarbanes (D-MD-3) to create a Veterans’ Corps.


The Veterans Engaged for Tomorrow Corps provision establishes a service corps, similar to AmeriCorps or Senior Corps, for veterans by veterans. The primary mission will be to recruit and mobilize veterans to provide education, job training, and mentoring for fellow veterans. 


“With thousands of troops set to return home over the next several years and millions of veterans already needing some form of assistance, Vet Corps will provide a vehicle for our heroes to continue their service while addressing a critical national priority,” said Hare.


The Veterans’ Corp will collaborate with VSOs, VA, and other organizations. It will be overseen by the Corporation of National and Community Service.


Additional Thanks and 

a Note about BVA’s 64th

        Many Bulletin readers as well as recipients of our regular Legislative Alerts are making a difference by keeping informed of our activities and speaking out on issues that are important to them. Knowledge is indeed power, and even more so when acted upon. 


We appreciate these efforts and can attest to their importance even when they cannot be easily quantified and measured. We know that member awareness of the organization’s work and the ensuing grassroots efforts can often change the results drastically. Although our Legislative Alerts list is not as long as we would like it to be, we are aware that many members are in other email groups that receive the Alerts as a result of email forwarding. 


We are very excited about the possibility of Secretary Shinseki, a Vietnam combat-wounded veteran and Purple Heart recipient, being able to attend and address our national convention. We look forward once again to the participation of several OIF-OEF service members as part of our Operation Peer Support initiative begun nearly three years ago. Please make every effort feasible to attend this year’s gathering. It is definitely not too late to make arrangements for an August visit to Portland!  

President’s Page
by Norman Jones

In this, my final President’s Message, I find myself reminiscing on the past two years, which have flown by. It’s been a great time but it is now time for another blinded veteran to take the helm.
I am nostalgic but not sad. It brings to mind the statement of a very wise King Solomon, who penned the outstanding book of Ecclesiastes and in Chapter 3 wrote that “to everything there is a season and a time for every purpose under Heaven.” 


I thank all who supported me throughout the past eight years as I served as your National Treasurer, Secretary, Vice President, and now President. I hope you will be as supportive of incoming officers. It is a comfort to know that supportive people are standing both behind us and in front of us, if you know what I mean.


New administrations and new people mean change. Although we sometimes fear change, I am hopeful that new ideas will come to the table and that we will move forward as an organization to meet new needs and address the issues that continue to emerge as time marches on. 


It has been written that “the young becomes the old and mysteries do unfold.” I have also heard the cliché that winter indeed turns to spring and summer to fall—that is the way of time and nothing goes unchanged. I invite all of us to become a part of such change and, in many cases, become a major catalyst for it.


I receive calls from across the country from those of us who are sometimes bored and feel that they do not have enough to do. My response to them is most often something like, “Can’t you find something to do to help someone else?” 


In expanding on that response, I believe many of us need to become more creative and to try something new in serving others. Get in the habit of attending your local BVA chapter, regional group, and state meetings. While there, become involved. Run for offices you are qualified to handle. Stop being a sitter who only points to others to do the work. We need your valuable ideas and all that you can offer.


Have you considered attending a BVA national convention? Many of us believe it is unaffordable to do so but a little planning ahead might just make it possible. Save a few funds month to month. If traveling and getting around is an issue, please know that our beloved Margarine Beaman puts together the greatest cadre of volunteers found anywhere. Everyone is taken care of at BVA conventions. You will learn a great deal and have fun at the same time. I look forward to rubbing shoulders with the proud Oregonians in a few months and wish you all could be there.


Have you attended a VA Blind Rehabilitation Center? If not, what are you waiting for? These facilities are there to make life better for you and your family. BVA has advocated for them and those who serve them for nearly 64 years. Please do not allow blindness to be the lock that keeps you enclosed. If so, you are enclosing your mind from the ideas and talents you have to share with others and from the purpose your life has. It is indeed time to unlock these ideas and talents! 


If it is impossible for you to do something you did with sight, find another way to accomplish it. Be creative and continue to think. Learn a new language. Discover new equipment or technology designed for the blind and visually impaired with the help of your VIST Coordinator. You will be astounded by what is out there for you to learn, do, and be once you decide to do a little exploring.


After all of this, if you still feel down, please contemplate your heritage and personal history as a defender of the red, white, and blue. Have you forgotten the importance you have within the lines of American history? Can you perchance remember that it is you who is responsible for the liberties we now enjoy? They are precious and sacred beyond measure, humbly fought for and made possible by American veterans. 


It has been an exciting and joyous ride as your National President. I have relished meeting and speaking to politicians and policymakers on behalf of BVA’s cause. I have also enjoyed meeting with blinded veterans as a group and individually. It has been a sobering but exhilarating experience to encounter such opportunities in the Halls of Congress and among our members in regional groups across the country.


I went to places I never dreamed of going and undertook tasks that made me stick my neck out a bit. Occasionally I became emotional when speaking of the importance of taking care of our veterans, once to the point of removing my shoe and hammering it on a table. As much as I apologize for that action itself, I am not sorry for the passion that motivated it.


As I gracefully move aside for our next leader, I plead with you to never forget your importance as an American veteran. May you stay optimistically focused and never tire of getting involved. May God ever bless you and yours, and may he also bless the United States of America. 

Portland Preparations

Forge Ahead
by Christina Hitchcock


Something is definitely amiss if potential attendees of the BVA 64th National Convention August 18-22, 2009 are not looking forward to the event with the greatest of anticipation and excitement!


Portland, Oregon, offers something for almost anyone. In addition to the usual business meetings, social functions, and opportunities to relax and renew old friendships, this year’s gathering has all the elements of a week filled with immense fun and enjoyment! More day trips than usual, temperatures virtually unheard of at past conventions, and the best in the arts, food, and entertainment will all highlight our stay in the City of Roses. 


Portland in August is beautiful with an average temperature of 79. Start your week by joining us for the President’s Reception, the convention’s first official event, or come a day or two early so that you can enjoy a cruise on the Columbia River Gorge or the Portland Spirit Tour Boat. Maybe you are up for some adventure and are interested in learning how to kayak just before your first visit to the Exhibit Hall on Monday evening. The latter visit will consist of a Wine and Cheese Reception mixed with technology demonstrations. 


Beautiful gardens, a vibrant downtown, and a nearby tax-free shopping mall are also in the offering for any and all who may be joining us at any point throughout the week. 


The aforementioned President’s Reception features an opportunity to meet our current National President and other officers. Local and national dignitaries have been invited to join us for the evening as well. As has been the case the past three years, we also look forward to meeting service members and veterans participating in the meetings and activities as part of Operation Peer Support. 

For our Opening Business Session the following morning, BVA has invited newly appointed and confirmed VA Secretary Shinseki to attend. Schedule permitting, the Secretary will speak prior to regularly scheduled business later in the morning. Guests and spouses not participating in the business meeting may wish to scope out the merchandise at the Auxiliary Silent Auction or converge on a nearby shopping enclave. 

The Oregon Columbia Regional Group is this year’s host, led by Chairman and longtime group officer Frank Armstrong. The group has tirelessly worked to put together a Thursday trip to the Oregon Wine Country with a stop at The Spruce Goose, the largest airplane ever built. Also organized is a Friday Triple-A baseball game featuring the Portland Beavers and Iowa Cubs, followed by a post-game fireworks show within PGE Park. 


Friday morning presentations constituting the annual BVA Forum will address contemporary issues of concern to blinded veterans and their families. The Father Thomas J. Carroll Memorial Luncheon will follow immediately after. 


Saturday Morning kicks off with the Closing Business Session. As usual, the meeting will include voting on the adoption of new bylaws and resolutions for the coming year, election of national officers, and convention city sites for 2011. Three regional groups have currently submitted bids for consideration: Greater Houston, Puerto Rico, and Northern California. All current BVA members and delegates will vote on the location of the 2011 site. 


Following the business meeting, BVA officers and members interested in becoming more active are encouraged to attend the Legislative Update given by Tom Zampieri and a session on Leadership Training moderated by Sam Huhn.


The final event, also the capstone of the convention week, is the Reception and Saturday evening Awards Banquet. The Golden Gavel, Silver Gavel, David L. Schnair Award, Irving Diener Award, and Major General Melvin J. Maas Award will all be announced and presented. 


For the most adventuresome and energetic, the City of Portland is a master at mixing productive business with enjoyable entertainment and cultural experiences. For complete information on popular August activities and destinations in and around the city but outside of the convention routine, call Travel Portland at 877-678-5263 or visit the bureau’s website at www.travelportland.com. 
About the Doubletree 

The hotel is perfectly situated on the edge of “Fareless Square,” a region encompassing much of the downtown area. Fareless Square provides free public light rail transportation to downtown Portland, assuring easy and accessible access to hundreds of shops, restaurants, and cultural activities. 

The Doubletree Hotel and Executive Meeting Center is conveniently located between the light rail station and the renowned Lloyd Center Mall, the latter of which includes more than 200 stores, 18 movie theaters, a multitude of food outlets, and an ice skating rink. 


Additional activities adjacent to the hotel consist of the Rose Test Garden, The Grotto, Chinese Garden, and the internationally known Saturday Market, which is the nation's largest open-air market for handcrafted goods. The hotel itself houses Multnomah Grille (open for breakfast, lunch, and dinner) and Eduardo’s Mexican Grill (open for lunch and dinner). 

Convention and

Hotel Registration


BVA National Headquarters mailed convention announcements and registration packets to all Association members in mid-May. If you did not receive a package and would like one, please contact me, Christina Hitchcock (800-669-7079, Ext. 3303, chitchcock@bva.org) to confirm that we have your correct address and information. 

You may also visit the BVA website to download the registration package and additional registration forms. The fee is $90 and $55 for each child 12 years old and younger. 

Please note the early convention and hotel registration deadline of June 14 and the final deadline of July 14 for both registrations. After that date, attendees can no longer be guaranteed the convention room rate of $106 per night and a $10 late fee will be assessed to convention registrations. Participants are urged to reserve rooms as far in advance as possible.


Reservations can be secured by calling toll free 800-996-0510. Please remember to indicate affiliation with the Blinded Veterans Association to receive the group rate. 
Air Travel to

Portland


Airlines continue to cut back on their overhead and no longer offer the group discounts that were available to BVA convention attendees in the past. Those flying to and from the convention should check on military and veterans discounts, senior citizen discounts, and other factors that could influence fares. The following airlines, accompanied by their reservation contact information, currently serve Portland International Airport. 

American Airlines—800-433-7300, www.aa.com
Continental Airlines—800-523-3273, www.continental.com
Delta Air Lines—800-221-1212, www.delta.com
Frontier Airlines—800-432-1359, www.flyfrontier.com
JetBlue Airways—800-538-2583, www.jetblue.com
Northwest Airlines—800-225-2525, www.nwa.com
Southwest Airlines—800-435-9792, www.southwest.com
United Airlines and United Express—800-864-8331, www.ual.com
US Airways—800-428-4322, www.usairways.com
Arrival and Ground

Transportation


The Doubletree Hotel-Lloyd Center is located 10.8 miles, or about 20 minutes, from the Portland Airport (PDX). The regional group will coordinate complimentary ground transportation for BVA members. The airport in Portland is easier to navigate and smaller than those we have encountered in convention cities of the recent past. 


Whenever possible, volunteers will assist arriving passengers with their luggage and provide them with details about the transportation options at peak arrival and departure times. Every effort will be made to have volunteers at gates to meet individuals traveling alone. Please remember to send arrival and departure information to me four weeks prior to the convention.

The airport advertises “Wheelchair Service and Assistance for Sight-Impaired Travelers.”
For either or both services, which may include the term “blind assist,” please contact the airline in advance. 


A wheelchair aid or blind assist can also assist passengers with luggage. There is no charge for wheelchair assistance but gratuities are appreciated.


If traveling without such assistance and without volunteer help, ask an airport employee from 6 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. for the location of the white courtesy phones located throughout the terminal to determine transportation options to the Doubletree Hotel-Lloyd Center. 


A service dog relief area is located outside the baggage claim at the north end of the terminal on the lower level.
Remember These Dates


Sunday, June 14—Early registration deadline for receipt of hotel reservation and convention registration. Convention attendees meeting this deadline will be eligible to receive a $50 rebate for the five-night stay during August 17-22. We recommend that you make your reservation early to guarantee space. 


Monday, June 15—Deadline for BVA members and regional groups to submit convention program announcements and ads. Please contact me for information. 


Tuesday, July 14—Final deadline for mailing in registration form and payment to BVA National Headquarters without incurring a $10 late fee. Late registration is $100 per person. 
Tuesday, July 14—Deadline for receipt of hotel reservation form or phone reservation at the Doubletree in order to receive special room rate. Due to Portland’s popularity, the room block may fill up quickly. Early registration by telephone is recommended. 

Tuesday, July 28—Deadline for receipt of the completed regional group delegate credentials form and official proxy form for non-attending members (credentials form was mailed to regional group officers by the BVA Administrative Director while the proxy form was included in the individual convention package).


Saturday, August 1—Deadline for cancellation of pre-registration in order to receive a full refund. 
BVA Convention Trivia

Gene Bottenberg, wife of BVA Past National President Bob Bottenberg, recently sent BVA National Headquarters two written convention programs that she had, fortuitously, held onto for several decades. 


The older of the two programs outlined the activities at the 2nd National Convention at Hotel Continental in Chicago September 5-7, 1947. The other contained a schedule of events for the 17th National Convention held at the Warwick Hotel in Philadelphia August 7-11, 1962. 

Cost per person of the Saturday evening banquet in 1947 was $4, including tax and gratuity. A final meeting of members and visitors included a luncheon party the following day that cost $3 per person. 


Food prices and other ticketed items were not revealed in the program 15 years later. One scheduled event, however, looks nearly identical to one scheduled 47 years later in 2009—“Father Carroll’s Luncheon,” held Thursday, August 9, 1962. The one difference: Father Carroll’s introduction of Arville L. Ebersole, Director of the Bowlers’ Victory Legion, followed by a discourse by the National Chaplain himself. 

Administrative Director 

Issues 64th Reminders 
by Brigitte Jones

Official Notice


Pursuant to the provisions of Section 3b of Article IX (National Convention) of the BVA National Bylaws, all members of the Blinded Veterans Association in good standing are hereby notified that the BVA 64th National Convention will be held at the Doubletree Hotel, 1000 NE Multnomah Street, Portland, OR 97232, from Tuesday, August 18, through Saturday, August 22, 2009. Periodic updates about the gathering will be uploaded to the Convention page on the BVA website.

BVA members in good standing who wish to vote by proxy may request a form by writing or calling the Administrative Director at BVA National Headquarters no later than 45 days before the opening day of the 64th National Convention. Because the convention’s opening day is August 18 and July 4 is a Saturday, the deadline for requesting a proxy form is July 6, 2009.


In compliance with Section 2c of Article IX, the proxy form must be completed and returned to BVA National Headquarters (Attn: Administrative Director). To be considered valid, the envelope containing the form must be postmarked no later than 21 days before the opening date of the convention. The due date is therefore July 28, 2009.

Deadlines for 

64th Convention 

1. June 4 (no later than 75 days before convention)—Latest date to mail pre-registration package and official convention notice from National Headquarters.

2. June 9 (no later than 70 days before convention)—Latest date for National Headquarters to mail ballots for regular elections of Directors of Districts 1 and 2 and a special election for Director of District 6.

3. June 15—National Headquarters mails annual financial report forms (three copies) to treasurers of regional groups.

4. July 6—Ballots for regular elections of Directors of Districts 1 and 2, and a special election for Director of District 6, must be postmarked no later than midnight.

5. July 6 (no later than 45 days before convention, in this case 43 because July 4 is a Saturday and also a national holiday)—Latest date to mail proposed bylaw amendments to members in good standing.

6. July 9 (no later than 40 days before convention)—Regional group meeting notices to elect convention delegates must be mailed to group members. A copy of the notice must also be mailed to National Headquarters at the same time it is mailed to the membership.
7. July 14 (35 days before convention)—National Headquarters counts election ballots for regular election of Directors of Districts 1 and 2 and for the special election of Director of District 6.

8. July 28 (21 days before convention)—Completed delegate credentials forms and proxy forms must be postmarked no later than midnight.

Good Standing

Requirements


Article XIV of the BVA National Bylaws outlines the criteria by which regional groups are deemed in good standing for national conventions. Groups must accordingly accomplish the following: 

1. Meet at least once during the BVA fiscal year July 1-June 30 and submit a copy of the minutes to National Headquarters within 60 days of such meetings (Section 13a).

 
2. Submit an annual financial statement to the Administrative Director on forms provided for that purpose no later than September 30 (three months following the end of Fiscal Year 2009). 


Regional group officers should review the status of their groups to ensure that the above requirements have been met. Doing so will ensure that all BVA delegations are appropriately seated at the convention. 

Delegates, Alternates,

Credentials Forms


Article XIV of the BVA National Bylaws specifies that all regional groups intending to send a delegate to Oregon must also hold a meeting to elect and instruct the individual.


Groups must inform all of their members in good standing, in writing, of the date, time, location, and purpose of the meeting, which must be held no later than July 9, 2009. Notice of the meeting must be distributed to the regional group members no less than 10 days prior to the regional group meeting.


A copy of the notice must be forwarded to BVA National Headquarters at the same time the notice is distributed to the members. Failure to do so will render the group’s delegation unable to receive seating at the convention. 


A set of official BVA credentials forms was mailed in triplicate on lavender paper to all regional group officers on April 6. The credentials must also be completed in triplicate, which includes a signature and dating of the signature by both the regional group president and regional group secretary. One copy should be provided to the elected delegate. A second copy must be mailed to BVA National Headquarters and postmarked no later than July 28, 2009. A third copy should be placed in the regional group files.

Regional groups must also elect alternate delegates to the national convention at the same meeting. In addition, each regional group to be represented should elect a representative to the Bylaws and Resolutions Committee. The representative’s name should be placed in the appropriate blank at the bottom of the second page of the credentials form.

BVA 64th National Convention

Doubletree Hotel-Lloyd Center 
Portland, Oregon

Preliminary Schedule of Events

Date/Time


Event




Location





Monday, August 17

8:30 am-5:00 pm

Nurse’s Station Open


To Be Announced
8:30 am-5:00 pm

BVA Board of Directors Meeting
Idaho Room
8:30 am-5:00 pm

BVA Field Service Meeting

Roosevelt Room
8:30 am-5:00 pm

BVAA Auxiliary Auction Set-up
Halsey Room
Noon-5:00 pm


Early BVA Check-In


Lobby

3:00-7:00 pm


Exhibits Open



Exhibit Hall
5:30-6:30 pm


Exhibitor Wine/Cheese Reception
Exhibit Hall
Tuesday, August 18

8:30 am-5:00 pm

Nurse’s Station Open


To Be Announced
8:30 am-5:00 pm 

BVA Field Service Meeting

Roosevelt Room
8:30 am-5:00 pm

Operation Peer Support Meeting
Oregon Room
8:30 am-5:00 pm

BVA Auxiliary Silent Auction
Halsey Room
10:00 am-Noon

BVA Auxiliary Board Meeting
Weidler Room
10:00 am-6:00 pm

BVA Registration


Lobby

10:00 am-6:30 pm

Exhibits and Vendors Open

Exhibit Hall 
3:15-3:45 pm


BVA Rules Committee Meeting
Hawthorne (Invitation Only) 

4:00-4:30 pm


BVA Credentials Meeting

Hawthorne (Invitation Only) 

7:00-9:00 pm


President’s Reception


Exhibit Hall
9:30 pm-Midnight

Hospitality Suite


To Be Announced

Wednesday, August 19

8:00 am-4:00 pm

BVA Registration


Lobby

8:00 am-11:30 am

BVA Opening Session

Cascade Ballroom
     8:00-9:30 am
     
     Welcome of Local Dignitaries  
                                                          and Keynote Speaker 
     9:45-11:30 am
      
      BVA Business Meeting

8:30 am-5:00 pm

Nurse’s Station Open


To Be Announced
9:30 am-5:00 pm

BVA Auxiliary Meeting

Weidler Room
10:00 am-6:30 pm

Exhibits and Vendors


Exhibit Hall 

10:00 am-5:00 pm

BVA Field Service Meeting

Roosevelt Room
10:00 am-5:00 pm

Operation Peer Support Workshop
Oregon Room
Noon-1:00 pm


Box Lunches



Exhibit Hall
1:15-3:00 pm


Exhibitor Private Meetings 

To Be Announced
3:00-5:00 pm


Bylaws and Resolutions Meeting 
Mt. Hood Room
To Be Announced

Hospitality Suite


To Be Announced


Thursday, August 20

8:30 am-4:00 pm

Information-Volunteer Desk

Lobby

8:30 am-5:00 pm

BVA Day Trip
s


Meet in Lobby
8:30 am-5:00 pm

Auxiliary Silent Auction

Halsey Room

10:00 am-4:00 pm

Exhibits and Vendors


Exhibit Hall 

5:30-8:00 pm


BVA Social Event


To Be Announced

To Be Announced

Hospitality Suite


To Be Announced

Friday, August 21

8:30-11:00 am


Auxiliary Merchandise Pick-Up
Halsey Room
8:30 am-4:00 pm

Information/Volunteer Desk

Lobby

8:30 am-5:00 pm

Nurse’s Station Open


To Be Announced

8:30 am-5:00 pm 

BVA Field Service Training

Roosevelt Room
8:30 am-12:15 pm

BVA Forum



Cascade Ballroom


8:30-9:00 am

Opening remarks








9:00-9:45 am

Presentation I


10:00-10:45 am
Presentation II


11:00-11:45 am
Presentation III

12:30-2:30 pm


Father Carroll Luncheon

Lloyd Center Ballroom
2:30-4:45 pm


District Caucuses












Districts 1 and 2

Mt. Bachelor Room





District 3


Mt. Hood Room





District 4


Mt. St. Helens Room




  
Districts 5 and 6

3 Sisters Room
2:30-5:00 pm


Operation Peer Support Workshop
Oregon Room
5:00-10:00 pm


Portland Beavers vs. Iowa Cubs
PGE Park
To Be Announced

Hospitality Suite


To Be Announced

Saturday, August 22

8:30 am-1:00 pm

BVA Closing Business Meeting
Multnomah Ballroom





Bylaws and Resolutions, 





Elections, Updates on 





Future Conventions





8:30 am-4:00 pm

BVA Information 


Lobby

9:00 am-Noon


Auxiliary Meeting and Elections 
Halsey Room
1:15-1:45 pm


Legislative Issues 


Multnomah Ballroom
2:00-4:00 pm


Regional Group Leadership Forum  
Multnomah Ballroom
6:00-7:00 pm


Awards Banquet Reception

Holladay Ballroom
7:00-10:00 pm


Awards Banquet


Multnomah Ballroom
10:15 pm-1:00 am

Hospitality Suite


To Be Announced

Old Wedding Rings:
One Man’s Solution 
by Albert W. Brown


A little more than 60 years ago, Marjorie and I were married. I was a student on the G.I. Bill. She had worked only a few months since completing college. We were dirt poor. We took some money out of our meager savings and the grocery fund to buy two wedding rings. These rings brought us both warmth and comfort for the more than three score years together.


During these years, we seldom, if ever, thought about what might happen to wedding bands when earthly relationships ended. We had seen wedding bands in estate sales, in boxes of mixed jewelry, hidden among knickknacks in yard sales, and in stores that purchase old gold jewelry. Sometimes we saw them in pawn shops. We never thought, however, about what might happen to those symbols of our relationship which meant so much to us over the years.


A few months ago, I watched the hospice attendant remove the wedding band from my wife's finger. Both of us had agreed to loan our bodies for a short time to a local medical center for study and research by medical students. After this period, the bodies were destined for a crematorium with the ashes returned to our family for internment at the columbarium in our church. 

Even if cremation had not been directed, it seemed inappropriate to allow the wedding bands to lie hidden, probably forever, beneath some grassy meadow unseen, unattended, and unloved. We recognized that these objects, just like spring flowers, assorted trees, and all the wonders of nature, are "memorials” to our ancestors. I was reluctant to end our earthly presence with such finality.


Weeks and then months went by. I looked at my ring and turned it slowly over on my finger. I wondered what was really appropriate for it, its future, and the future of both rings together in the life of our family.


We had been totally unprepared for this stage of dealing with the memories and meaning of our life together. I discussed this with our children, grandchildren, and friends. They seemed puzzled or, at least reluctant, to offer more than general comments. Among the suggestions were, of course, to have the rings resized or even cast to a single new ring.


One jeweler suggested that both be melted into a single nugget which could then be worn as a pendant and shared among the family. Most friends seemed perplexed by this challenge.


After more thought, evaluation, and various ideas, I decided to create heart-shaped pendants for each of our four surviving children. Even after adding a little more gold, each would still be largely composed of the two wedding bands that had meant much to us. These heart-shaped pendants would be engraved with the initials AWB-MHB and the dates 1946-2008, identifying the 62 years of our married life. Thus was created the “mobile memorials.” 

These memorials can survive in the families of each of our children as they will, in turn, be passed on to each surviving generation. They will be identifiable by the initials and the dates. They may become lasting "memorials” that can be worn and, hopefully, cherished through generations wherever and whenever they exist. They will hopefully be passed on together with knowledge and appreciation of ancestors who cultivated prolonged and loving relationships.


These four “memorials” bring comfort and closure for me. Perhaps this is a solution that will interest other married couples who will face this dilemma at some time in their lives.

Albert W. Brown is a BVA life member from Stow, New York. He is a World War II veteran of the Marine Corps, having served during 1942-45. He recently became legally blind as a result of macular degeneration. 
Around BVA

Honorary Recognition

for Rio Grande Group


An official resolution of the Texas State Senate on January 26 has commended BVA’s Rio Grande Regional Group for its outstanding commitment and support to veterans in the Paso Del Norte Region of the state.


Within the official Senate Resolution No. 42, a color copy of which now hangs in the library at the Association’s National Headquarters, the Senate mentions BVA’s historic national founding, its Congressional charter, the founding of the Rio Grande Regional Group by Korean and Vietnam veteran Bill Case, the emotional guidance and support BVA provides to blinded veterans and their families, the organization’s spirit of fellowship, and the prevalence of role models in helping blinded veterans take their rightful place in the community.

“We were most humbled and moved by the attention we received as a result of this recognition of our efforts,” said Bill, who has continued as the regional group’s president since its inception eight years ago.


According to Bill, the group invited Texas State Senator Eliot Schapleigh to a White Cane Day event it hosted last October at El Paso’s El Maida Shrine Center. After meeting members of the group, Schapleigh indicated his interest in drafting a resolution to honor them for their service to the community and to one another.


 Resolution No. 42 was subsequently signed by Lieutenant Governor David Dewhurst, who also acts as Senate President, and Secretary of the Senate Patsy Spaw. The resolution was read on the Senate floor in Austin.

Georgia Training Center 

Named for Blinded Vet


Charles Monroe, Korean War veteran, member of the Georgia Regional Group, and member of the now deactivated Marine Corps Reserve’s “Dog Company” in Savannah, Georgia, now has a military training facility named after him.


The Hunter Army Airfield’s Marine Reserve Training Center in Savannah is now the Corporal Charles H. Monroe, Jr. Marine Reserve Training Center. The honor recognizes Charles’ heroism in a North Korean attack in November 1952 during the historic Chosin Reservoir Campaign in which he lost his sight at age 18. His bravery earned him the Navy Cross. 


Hunter Army Airfield is a subordinate installation to Fort Stewart. 

The Marine Corps Reserves moved into a new building in late 2007 and the facility was dedicated and named for Charles in an official ceremony approximately six months later. Family members, friends, Marine Corps veterans, and other former “Dogs” joined him at the event. A plaque of dedication was mounted to the front of the structure.

Activities Galore for

WV Support Group 


Blinded veterans recently participating in the activities of a support group in Martinsburg, West Virginia, have been caught up in a recent burst of their own energy.


Inspired by the efforts of BVA life member Gerry Fitzpatrick, VIST Coordinator Donna Cobean, and VA Voluntary Service Representative Claude McCune, the group has held regular meetings in rooms filled to capacity, generated newspaper articles, partied hard on birthdays, and quickly increased to more than 30 members.


Support group members also welcomed a new low-vision therapist, raised funds for a June 19 trip to BVA National Headquarters, and presented plaques of appreciation to those who have helped the group get a big lift off the ground.


“On March 12, we presented a Certificate of Appreciation to the Conrad-Hoover Post 21 of the American Legion in Winchester, Virginia, for placing notices about us on its website,” said Gerry. “We believe it is imperative to thank those who generously serve and help us, and there is no doubt that this helpful publicity brought us additional support group members.” 


The group also recognized Donna’s efforts with a plaque during the same meeting. On May 2-3, the support group set up an educational booth filled with BVA literature and handouts at the 82nd Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival, the City of Winchester’s major community event of the year. 

Association Partners with

Census Bureau for 2010


BVA is one of 300 organizations nationwide to partner with the U.S. Census Bureau in an effort to promote participation in the 2010 census.


The goal of the Census Bureau’s partnership program, one of many census campaigns, is to combine the strengths of local governments, community-based organizations, schools, media, and businesses to ensure a complete and accurate 2010 Census.


As a partner, BVA is receiving promotional materials, regular updates, and data assistance while encouraging members, friends, employees, website visitors, convention attendees, and Bulletin readers to complete and mail their questionnaires.


 More than $300 billion in annual federal funds are awarded to states and communities based on census data, amounting to more than $3 trillion over a 10-year period. The data also guides local decision-makers in important community planning efforts, including the building of new roads, hospitals, and schools. It also determines how many seats each state will have in Congress and the redistricting of state legislatures, city and county councils, and voting districts.

DC VAMC Lengthens Stride 

in Serving Blinded Veterans 


The Washington, DC, VA Medical Center, dubbed the “Flagship of the VA,” continues its pursuit of excellence in providing quality services to blinded veterans. 


Under the leadership of Director Fernando O. Rivera, a new addition to the medical center was begun last September. In addition, as part of the nationwide move to expand Continuum of Care services, in part due to BVA’s advocacy that brought about new funding, the Vision Rehabilitation Clinic within the hospital has opened its doors to low-vision veterans.


“This is a ten-day program that enforces the skills that are needed by visually impaired individuals in daily living activities,” said BVA Region II Field Service Representative Claudia Perry. “One of the highlights of the program, of course, is the teaching of computer skills that are so necessary in today’s technological world.”


Vision Rehabilitation Clinic staff include Supervisor Lillie Kennedy, Low-Vision Optometrist Dr. Ellen Kwon, Low-Vision Therapist Lashandra Holmes, Orientation and Mobility Therapist Vijaya Dabir, Living Skills Therapist Mary Frances McAndrews, Computer Access Therapist Udobi Ikeji, and Program Support Assistant Rosetta Allmond-Hart.


“The efforts of these individuals are what make the program a success now and will continue to make it so in the future,” said Claudia. “These professionals have the skills and expertise in blind rehabilitation that most certainly enhance the overall care at the medical center.” 


One of the more visible highlights of the increased services to blinded veterans was the creation of a barrier-free zone.


“Vijaya noticed that the lobby atrium at the medical center was a large and quite difficult area for blind individuals to maneuver in,” said Claudia. “Vijaya took the initiative to create a ‘barrier-free zone’ where blind patients can easily move about independently, which of course is the main goal of the Vision Rehabilitation Clinic.”  


Still another improvement, proposed by Director Rivera himself, was the addition of vibrating pagers at the pharmacy so that visually impaired veterans would know when their medication is ready for pick-up.


“Attention to seemingly small but very significant details like these is what truly makes a difference to the blinded veteran community,” said Claudia. “We feel like our voice is being heard and that those who serve us truly care about the things that improve our quality of life.”

Noted Photographer,

BVA Member, Dies 


A world renowned photographer who happened to also be a BVA member in his later years passed away on April 5.


Rocco Morabito, 88, won the Pulitzer Prize for his dramatic July 17, 1967 photo “Kiss of Life.” Another famous Rocco photograph nine years earlier showed children in an elementary school reciting the Pledge of Allegiance near an American flag. Standing with the children, head erect, eyes forward, and paws over heart, was a pet rabbit.


“Rocco participated in the VIST support group monthly meetings and attended all of our regional group business meeting lunches here in Jacksonville,” said then Regional Group President Paul Kaminsky. “He was an ambassador for BVA and was always on the look-out for blinded veterans who were unaware of their potential benefits.”


Paul said that Rocco’s extraordinary photography passion was supplemented by his love for baseball and golf, but that he had to put golf aside with failing eyesight due to macular degeneration and then bypass surgery.


On assignment for the Jacksonville Journal where he worked for 42 total years, not counting his time selling the paper as a newsboy at age 9, Rocco was driving back to the newsroom after covering a railroad strike when the prize-winning photo opportunity emerged. He saw a crew of linemen working at the top of some poles and decided to stop. As he parked, he heard the linemen yelling and saw that one was unconscious and dangling upside down alongside the pole. 


Before taking photographs, Rocco used his car radio to tell the newspaper staff to call an ambulance. As he took his photos, a second lineman climbed the pole and began giving mouth-to-mouth resuscitation to the victim, who had been shocked by a live wire. The man’s life was saved by this heroic act caught on film.


Rocco was born in Port Chester, New York, and moved to Jacksonville as a child. He entered the Army Air Corps in 1943, where he served in World War II as a B-17 ball-turret gunner. A Staff Sergeant, he was decorated for his 34 combat missions.

Director Sets Forth

Vital Membership Info 
by Alyson Alt


Please check the mailing label on your individual copy of the print version of this issue of the Bulletin. There is an abbreviation in the top right corner that will indicate your membership status. If there is an NM, NAM, FM, or FAM, you are not an active member. 


NM and NAM (Nonmember and Non-Associate Member) means you have never joined. FM and FAM (Former Member and Former Associate Member) means you need to renew your membership. You may become an active member by contacting me at 800-669-7079, Ext. 3315. I can process your application by VISA, MasterCard, or Discover over the phone. 

If you choose not to pay by credit card, I can complete your application while you dictate it to me. I can then send the form to you with a self-addressed envelope. You may return the application with your remittance (check or money order) using our envelope. If you send a remittance only, please be sure to write the word “Membership” on both the envelope and the remittance.


Why should you join or renew? 

The Blinded Veterans Association has, for more than 64 years, toiled tirelessly in advocating for our nation’s blinded veterans and their families. Blinded veterans across the country enjoy numerous special programs, services, and benefits as a result of these efforts.


Did you know that you will receive a BVA membership pin if you are an LM or ALM (Life or Associate Life Member)?  The pin serves as a thank you for your commitment to the Association.


If you do not wish to receive the print and/or audiocassette version of the Bulletin, please contact me. I will make sure that an electronic printing of your address is not generated for you when the next issue is sent. If you have a change of address, kindly direct this information to me as well. I will immediately update your record and you will not miss any BVA mailings. 


Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can assist you with any other membership needs. 
Editor Reports Chat with

Pearl Harbor Survivor
by Stuart Nelson


One of the benefits of my job is the chance to meet and speak, usually by telephone, with a variety of interesting people who have much in the way of amazing life experiences to share.


 Nothing could better prove that point than my recent conversation with retired Navy veteran Walter F. Howard, who has lost much of his sight to macular degeneration the past few years. I made the call at the behest of BVA Region VI-B Field Service Representative Earl Ivie, who had heard Walter address the blinded veteran contingency at a Southern California Regional Group meeting earlier this year.


Walter was at Marine Corps Air Station Kaneohe Bay on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 when a plane about 300 feet above ground began shooting at the station’s control tower. By the time dusk arrived on that fateful day, Walter had been an eyewitness to the mass casualties and destruction never to be imagined just 24 hours before.

This amazing blinded veteran and Pearl Harbor survivor among our ranks most assuredly saw, heard, and felt the events that forever changed the world. Space limitations in this issue preclude us from relating Walter’s story in its entirety. I hope to create such space in a future issue. 

Auxiliary’s View 

by Joyce Thornton

After a violent winter in many parts of the country, I think we are all looking forward to spring and summer. If I in Florida can say such a thing, I can only imagine how my friends in the Northeast, Great Lakes Region, Midwest, and Rocky Mountains must feel. 


Blinded veterans and members of the BVA Auxiliary have a wonderful opportunity this year to visit the City of Roses. I am already looking forward to the breezes of the great Northwest and hope that many of you are giving the Portland trip serious consideration. 


The chance to see old friends and meet new ones is perhaps the great tradition and energy behind BVA national conventions. Although few would dispute that assertion, the socializing has deeper implications than merely being able to see and talk with one another.


National conventions give us the chance to stand together for a few days so that, upon returning home, our posture is a little more firm and our stride a bit longer, all in the hope that BVA members and their families will continue to progress and flourish, taking advantage of all of the opportunities they have earned as a result of their sacrifice and service. Such opportunities relate but are not limited to technology, equipment, education, and training. 


We must be ever vigilant that the sacrifices of BVA and BVAA pioneers of the past, resulting in earned benefits for our blinded veterans, never be disrespected or taken for granted. We must appreciate what we have and take advantage of the progress that has been made while addressing the needs that yet exist.


Our national conventions also serve as an important reminder to keep our priorities in order. When you do reach Portland, please find your way to the Auxiliary-sponsored Silent Auction. The event helps pay for scholarships for blinded veteran spouses and dependents. Donate an item for sale or simply find something cool to purchase and take home with you. 


This particular convention, the 64th for BVA, is also the 32nd convention since the establishment of the Auxiliary in 1977. We are at that unique point in history when we can state that BVAA is exactly half as old as BVA, or that BVA is precisely twice the age of its Auxiliary! This milestone will never occur again.



If you haven’t already done so, please consider updating your membership and then joining with us at the Portland meetings and activities of the Auxiliary, including the elections later in the week. We look forward to seeing you August 18 in the beautiful, temperate Northwest!   

Of Note

Upcoming Events

Listed on BVA Site


The News page of the BVA website now contains a list of upcoming sports camps, programs, and activities for blind and visually impaired service members and veterans. Corresponding contact information is also provided. The list is by no means all-inclusive but enumerates, in chronological order, all of the events of which BVA has been made aware for the remainder of calendar year 2009.


Examples of the events include the National Veterans Golden Age Games June 1-5 in Birmingham, Alabama; the U.S. Association of Blind Athletes Goalball National Championships June 11-13 in Colorado Springs, Colorado; and the U.S. Olympic Committee’s Paralympics Military Sports Camp June 26-July 1 in Newport, Rhode Island. The BVA site contains dates and descriptions of the events along with their descriptions. It also includes links to individual event websites.


Go to www.bva.org/news.html for additional information. 

Kussman Retires as

Health Undersecretary


Dr. Michael J. Kussman, VA’s Under Secretary for Health, retired from federal service on May 9, ending a 37-year government career. The former U.S. Army Brigadier General and native of Troy, New York, had been employed with VA since 2000.


Dr. Gerald Cross, most recently the Principal Deputy Under Secretary for Health at VA under Kussman since July 2007, will serve as Acting Under Secretary until a search has been conducted and a permanent appointment announced. 
U.S. Mint Releases

First Braille Coin

A silver dollar featuring readable Braille was recently released by the U.S. Mint in honor of Louis Braille’s 200th birthday.


The 400,000 Louis Braille Bicentennial Silver Dollar commemorative coins are the first ever to be produced and issued. Proceeds from sales of the coin, which start at $31.95, will promote Braille literacy programs.


The “heads” side of the new coin features a portrait of Louis Braille while the “tails” side portrays a child reading a book with the word “Braille” in the standard Braille abbreviation “BRL” above the figure. Unlike previous coins with Braille writing, such as the 1985 Paralympics coin, the dots representing the letters are large enough to be read. 
Disabled Veterans Memorial

Could Soon Be Reality


Momentum continues to build for the eventual construction in Washington, DC, of the American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial on a triangular site adjacent to the National Mall and in full view of the U.S. Capitol. Completion and dedication are tentatively scheduled for 2011.


Tom Miller recently wrote a letter expressing BVA’s support of the project, which already has a proposed design and approximately $27 million of a necessary $33 million in donated funds. The Memorial’s central feature will be a star-shaped reflecting pool, its surface broken by a single eternal flame.


Once complete, the structure will serve three main purposes: to educate the public about patriotic service and the challenges of lasting disability; to honor the millions of brave men and women marked by service to their country and who sacrificed their livelihoods to protect the American way of life; and to remind national legislators of the humanistic cost of conflict and the need to care for those who have been permanently disabled in the military. 


The Disabled Veterans’ LIFE Memorial Foundation was established in 1998 through the combined efforts of philanthropist Lois Pope, National Adjutant of the Disabled American Veterans Arthur Wilson, and the late former VA Secretary Jesse Brown.
In Remembrance

The Blinded Veterans Association deeply regrets the deaths of the following blinded veterans.

Alabama R.G.
J. B. Culbert

Arkansas R.G.

Jack W. Barnett

Frank Dean

Jack P. Harman

Herman A. Hogan

Gene A. McCullough

Nathaniel M. Scoggin

Willious O. Taylor

Cape Cod Island R.G.

Wilson D. Rourke

Florida R.G.

Edwin R. Clark

Gregory Gout

Gene Hewett

George C. Kane

John F. Kramer

James P. Moore

Rocco Morabito

Richard E. Murren

Joseph Musil

Melvin M. Posey

Ramon Vargas

Greater Houston R.G.

Ralph E. Gardner

Arnett Wilson

Illinois R.G.

Claude A. Porter

Ira Tiggs

Indiana R.G.

Carroll G. Burkett
James C. Jackson
Raymond D. McCarty

Lee W. Stackhouse
Charles D. Stotlar
Maine R.G.

Richard H. Jones

Massachusetts R.G.

Joseph A. Larrivee
Joel Shuman
Michigan R.G.

Earl Dennis
Henry Parker

Robert E. Spink
Mid-Atlantic R.G.

William C. Chatman

James W. Gheen

Clifton Giles

John J. Picard

Jerry V. Tomlin

Minnesota R.G.

Adolph Retzer

Missouri R.G.

Marshall C. Goldsmith

New Hampshire R.G.

Wilbur Seeley

New Jersey R.G.

Ralph J. Notarmaso

Lawrence P. Ross
New York R.G.

Edward Bailey
Morton Berlin

Floyd B. Irish

Alfred Rice

Edward Slezak

Willie Wesley

William D. Williams

Nathan Zalta
North Carolina R.G.
William M. Foster

Paul M. Knight

North Texas R.G.

William L. Aufderhar

Mark A. Bobic

Leroy E. Boulanger
Thomas Savage

Oscar D. Terrell
Northern California R.G.

Paul U. Brower

Ohio R.G.

John Bresko

Wilbert Groenstein

Robert H. Nethery

Theodore Provost

Kenneth A. Reihing

O-K-I R.G.
Arthur James

Pennsylvania R.G.

Betty Jane Kapp

Puerto Rico R.G.

Saulo Solis Molina

Rio Grande R.G.

Joseph Calamia

Gerald Calhoun

Friedrich W. Enders

Samuel Manago

San Diego R.G.

James F. Fuller
Paul W. LeClair
South Texas R.G.
Abraham J. Fry

William R. Martin

William L. Moffett

Jim O. Pearson
South Carolina R.G.

Julian Richburg

Southern California R.G.

James J. Ayo

Robert L. Buyer

Warren C. Ebner

Carl White

Washington R.G.

Charles A. Carlson

Gerold C. LaBorde

Dean O. Malin
Robert E. Morrell

Final Thought 


Blinded veterans and their families should seriously contemplate taking a breathtaking excursion by car across the historic St. John’s Bridge, located only minutes from convention activities in downtown Portland.


The structure, built in 1931 and styled like San Francisco’s Golden Gate Bridge, spans the Willamette River and offers a view that reveals Portland’s magnificence as a commercial hub.


Photo courtesy of Travel Portland.
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