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ABOUT THE CONVENTION 

Hello Prospective and Returning Exhibitors and Sponsors, 

We appreciate the generous support of the sponsors and 

exhibitors whose participation had a direct impact on the 

quality and success of BVA’s 72nd National Convention in 

Jacksonville, FL in August, 2017. 

Join us at the 73rd National Convention in Sparks to 

showcase products and services to hundreds of potential 

customers. More than 500 attendees are anticipated for 

this year’s event. In registering as an exhibitor or sponsor 

with BVA, you’ll build relationships with blind and visually 

impaired veterans, leaders from the Department of 

Veterans Affairs (VA) and Department of Defense (DOD), and share your expertise in education sessions 

and technology demonstrations. 

 

Important Dates and Deadlines 

Convention Dates:    Monday, August 13 – Friday, August 17 

Location: Location:      Nugget Casino Resort, Sparks, NV 89431 
      Exhibit Hall will be in Nugget Ballroom 1  

Exhibit Hall Hours & Dates:   Tuesday, August 14 9:00am – 6:00pm 
     Wednesday, August 15 10:00am – 6:00pm 

Exhibit Hall Cocktail Reception:   Wednesday, August 15        5:00 – 6:00pm 

Exhibit Installation:    Monday, August 13     1:00pm – 9:00pm 
   
Exhibit Dismantling:   Wednesday, August 15 6:00pm – 11:59pm 

Registration Deadline:  Wednesday, June 13 

Advertising Deadline:   Wednesday, June 13 

 

BVA is a non-profit organization that was established in 1945 to promote the welfare of blinded 

veterans so that, notwithstanding their disabilities, they may take their rightful place in the community 

and work with their fellow citizens toward the creation of a peaceful world.  

The BVA National Convention is the one time each year that blinded and visually impaired veterans 

meet directly with VA Blind Rehabilitation Services leadership and other rehabilitation professionals to 

learn about and discuss new products, services and technologies. 
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2018 EXHIBITOR AND ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES 
Standard exhibit booths are 8’ x 10’ and include back drape, side rail, skirted table, two (2) side chairs, 

waste basket and company ID sign. Can’t exhibit? Reach our convention attendees by placing an 

advertisement in the Program Book, and insert in the official Attendee Bags or sponsoring Convention 

Gear. 

Exhibit Space Selection  

Exhibit Hall Sponsor 
¶ Premium booth package, logo featured in exhibit hall signage and 

BVA digital communication along with company or product 
description 

¶ Full page advertisement in convention program guide and insert 
in attendee convention bags ($300.00 value) 

¶ Sponsorship packages can be tailored to meet your corporate 
needs, budget and goals 

 
Starting at $2,500 

Premium Booth  
¶ 16’ x 10’ exhibit space; four exhibitor badges 

¶ One (1) full-page advertisement in convention program book 

¶ Two (2) tickets to President’s Reception ($180.00 value) 

 
$1,400 

Corner Booth 
¶ 8’ x 10’ corner exhibit space; two exhibitor badges 

¶ One (1) full-page advertisement in convention program book 

 
$900 

Standard Booth 
¶ 8’ x 10’ exhibit space; two exhibitor badges 

 
$700 

 

Advertising 

Convention Program Book 
¶ Outside back cover/Inside front cover (color only) 

¶ Inside back cover (color or black & white) 

¶ Full page advertisement (black & white) 

¶ Half page advertisement (black & white) 

Other 
¶ Attendee Bag Insert 

¶ Convention Gear (See Sponsorship Opportunities) 
 

 
 
$500/$475 
$425/$400 
$150 
$100 
 
 
$150 
TBD 
 

 

Please select and register your exhibit space and/or advertising orders by the June 13, 2018 registration 

deadline. Register by May 11 for priority on booth location. Payments are due in full with order. Written 

cancellation notice of your exhibit space and/or advertising orders must be received via email 

(djakutowicz@bva.org) by June 14, 2018, to receive a 50% refund. No refunds will be given after this date. 

mailto:djakutowicz@bva.org
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2018 SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

FIVE STAR SPONSOR 
$20,000 – President’s Reception OR Awards Banquet (Tuesday or Friday) 

¶ Premium exhibit hall booth 

¶ Up to 15 minutes of podium time to address attendees during sponsored event 

¶ Two (2) additional tickets for President’s Reception and four (4) tickets each for Father Carroll 
Luncheon and Awards Banquet 

¶ Feature story in BVA’s flagship publication, The Bulletin, announcement in monthly e-newsletter 

¶ Corporate name and logo will appear on print products for sponsored events 

¶ Corporate banner and/or signage may be displayed at event your organization chooses to sponsor 

¶ Sponsor ribbons  

FOUR STAR SPONSOR 
$12,000  – Father Carroll Luncheon (Thursday) 

¶ Corner exhibit hall booth 

¶ Up to 10 minutes of podium time to address attendees during luncheon 

¶ Two (2) tickets to attend Father Carroll Luncheon 

¶ Corporate banner and/or signage may be displayed at luncheon 

¶ Feature story in BVA’s flagship publication, The Bulletin, announcement in monthly e-newsletter 

¶ Sponsor ribbons  

THREE STAR SPONSOR 
$8,000 – Exhibit Hall Boxed Lunch and Learn Session (Tuesday and/or Wednesday) 

¶ Standard exhibit hall booth 

¶ Sponsor will have one (1) hour to address attendees 

¶ One (1) full-page advertisement in convention program book 

¶ One (1) attendee bag insert 

¶ Sponsor ribbons 

TWO STAR SPONSOR 
$5,000 – Good Morning Coffee Hour (Tuesday) or Networking Reception (Monday or Wednesday) 

¶ Standard exhibit hall booth 

¶ Sponsor will have opportunity to address attendees and display corporate banner and/or signage 

¶ One (1) full-page advertisement in convention program book 

¶ One (1) attendee bag inserts 

¶ Sponsor ribbons 

CONVENTION GEAR SPONSOR 
$1,000 and up – Items Featuring Corporate Logo 

¶ Bags and/or Name Badge Holder; T-shirts and/or Caps, Water Bottles, Nutrition Bars, etc. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Not seeing the type of sponsorship opportunity you were looking for?   

Let’s work together to customize a package that is meaningful to you!  

Contact Dawn Jakutowicz at 202-355-9526 or djakutowicz@bva.org  

mailto:djakutowicz@bva.org
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The BVA Convention offers a unique opportunity for 

blinded veterans to connect and build camaraderie with 

among others who have served their country and now 

seek to motivate, encourage and serve others in an 

advocacy role. The convention helps to strengthen the 

fellowship among veterans as well as offer opportunities 

for education, training and exposure to products and 

services that help make life more meaningful and 

enjoyable for blinded veterans.  

Through a small, 100% tax-deductible donation of $850 

or more, you can sponsor a blinded veteran to attend the 

convention for the first time. Your donation will allow a 

blinded veteran to experience the warmth, belonging and 

lifelong fellowship that comes from connecting with 

other blinded veterans.  

2018 ANGEL SPONSOR APPLICATION FORM 

 

Select your sponsorship level from the options below: 

O   $600 – hotel and one convention registration for a blinded veteran 

O   $750 – hotel, one convention registration for blinded veteran and one registration for caregiver 

O  $1,200 – hotel, one convention registration and travel for a blinded veteran 

 

SPONSOR NAME: ______________________________________________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Payment via check is preferred, separate from any advertising, exhibitor or other sponsorship 

fees. Please mail your check along with this application form to BVA at the following address:  

Attn: Convention Angel Sponsor Program 

Blinded Veterans Association 

125 N. West Street, 3rd Floor 

Alexandria, VA 22314 

ANGEL SPONSOR 
$600 and up – Tax-Deductible Donation to Subsidize Convention Attendance for a Blinded Veteran 
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2018 SCHEDULE OF MAJOR EVENTS 

 

Monday, August 14 

¶ Welcome Session 

¶ Field Service and Volunteer Training  

¶ Education Sessions 

¶ Exhibitor Set Up - 1:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
  

Tuesday, August 15 

¶ Good Morning Coffee Hour 

¶ Field Service and Volunteer Training  

¶ Education Sessions 

¶ Exhibitor Set Up - 7:00 am - 9:00 am 

¶ Exhibit Hall Open to All 9:00 am – 6:00 pm 

¶ Exhibit Hall Boxed Lunch & Learn 

¶ BVA President's Welcome Reception and 
Dinner 

Wednesday, August 16 

¶ Opening Address  – Keynote VA, State and 
Local Officials  

¶ Opening Business Meetings 

¶ Exhibit Hall Open to All - 10:00 am – 5:00 
pm 

¶ Exhibit Hall Boxed Lunch & Learn 

¶ Business Meetings 

¶ Special Interest Group Meetings 

¶ Exhibit Hall Cocktail Reception 5:00 – 6:00 
pm  

  

Thursday, August 17 

¶ BVA Forum – Education Sessions 

¶ Father Carroll Luncheon 

¶ VA Boxed Lunch 

¶ Officer Candidate Speeches 

¶ District Caucus Meetings 
  

Friday, August 18 

¶ Closing Business Meetings 

¶ Leadership Training  

¶ Awards Banquet 
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2018 SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY SUMMARIES 

President’s Reception 

Tuesday, August 14, 2018, 7:00 – 9:00 pm 
BVA’s National President welcomes attendees, sponsors, federal and local public officials to the 

convention with a cocktail reception and seated dinner. The sponsor will have the opportunity to 

address attendees of the event and enjoy priority seating with BVA leadership. 

Father Thomas J. Carroll Luncheon 

Thursday, August 16, 12:30 – 2:00 pm 
This annual luncheon is held in honor of one of the most influential leaders in blind rehabilitation and 

celebrates BVA’s partnerships with individuals and organizations that serve the blind community. The 

sponsor will have the opportunity to address attendees and feature their logo on event materials. 

Awards Banquet 

Friday, August 17, 2018, 6:00 – 9:00 pm 
This event serves as the capstone of the annual convention. BVA recognizes partner organizations, 

leaders, regional groups and members for their exceptional commitment and service to BVA’s mission 

of “Blinded veterans helping blinded veterans.”  

Good Morning Coffee Hour 

Tuesday, August 14, 7:30 – 8:30 am 
This morning session provides a sponsor the opportunity to socialize with attendees and formally 

introduce their organization, products and services. May provide a coffee mug/travel mug gift. 

Exhibit Hall Boxed Lunch 

Tuesday, August 14 and Wednesday, August 15, 12:00 – 1:00 pm 
This lunchtime learning session is intended for all BVA and VA attendees. The sponsor will have a full 

hour to address attendees. The sponsoring organization will be responsible for all hotel, A/V and travel 

accommodations for the session speaker. BVA reserves the right to confirm the subject matter and 

speaker. 

Networking Reception 

Monday, August 13 or Wednesday, August 15, 5:00 – 6:00 pm 
All attendees and exhibitors will have an opportunity to network over light refreshments and finger 

foods. Sponsor will have the opportunity to address attendees and display banner and signage. 
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2018 HOTEL AND EXHIBIT HALL INFORMATION 

The Nugget Casino Resort 

1100 Nugget Avenue, Sparks Nevada 89431 

The newly renovated Nugget Casino Resort is offering rooms, single or double occupancy for $65.00 

per night Sunday through Thursday, and $99.00 per night Friday through Saturday. A discounted $12.40 

per room per night “facility fee” of $12.50 includes free wireless Internet, local calls, Keurig coffee 

maker, two bottled water bottles per day, round-trip shuttle from Reno-Tahoe International Airport, 

use of the pool and fitness center as well as valet and self-parking. Call 800-648-1177 and use room 

block code “GBVA18” to make your reservation. The room block rate will be available August 13th 

through August 17th. 

Exhibitor Services 

Exhibitor Service Kits will be provided by Alliance Exposition Services to all confirmed exhibitors and will 

include specific shipping information for your materials. Alliance Exposition Services will receive, store, 

and deliver your packages directly to your booth and operate an onsite Service Center during move-in 

and move-out hours. If your booth requires electricity or other Audio/Visual services, please order 

these services in accordance with guidelines that will be provided by the show decorator. 

Exhibit Hall Floor Plan 

The Nugget Casino Resort – Second Floor - Nugget Ballroom I 
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2018 ADVERTISING, EXHIBITOR AND SPONSOR APPLICATION 

Payment Information 

Advertising 

 δ Outside back cover (Color)             $500 

 δ Inside front cover (Color)                $475 

 δ Inside back cover (Color)                 $425 

 δ Inside back cover (B&W)                               $400 

 δ Full page Ad (B&W)                                      $150            

 δ Half page Ad (B&W)                                    $100                 

 δ Bag insert                                                   $150 
 
Exhibit Space 

 δExhibit Hall Sponsor         starting at         $2,500 

 δ Premium Booth                                            $1,400 

 δ Corner Booth                                                   $900               

 δ Standard Booth                                              $700      

 
Total Ads and/or Exhibit Space: $___________ 

 
 

 
 
 
Sponsorship 

 δ5 Star Sponsor                        $20,000  

          δPresident’s Reception  OR   δAwards Banquet         

 δ4 Star Sponsor                        $12,000  
         Father Carroll Luncheon     

 δ3 Star Sponsor                          $8,000  
         Exhibit Hall Boxed Lunch  

 δ2 Star Sponsor                          $5,000  

          δGood Morning Coffee Hour  OR    δNetworking Reception  

 δConvention Gear Sponsor     Starting at $1,000   

         δBags          δBadges     δ Lanyards  

           δT-shirts      δCaps 

           δOther: _________________________         
          
Total Sponsorship Amount: $______________ 

  

  

Company Name (as you would like it listed): ________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Website Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Email:______________________________ 

Contact Phone: _____________________________   

Signature__________________________________     

EXHIBITORS AND SPONSORS 

Please email company logo in both JPEG and EPS 

formats to djakutowicz@bva.org. 

 δI’ve enclosed my check payable to BVA National Convention.  

      Mail checks to BVA National Convention, Attn: Dawn Jakutowicz, 125 N. West St., 3rd Floor, Alexandria, VA 22314 

 δCharge my credit card:   δAMEX   δMasterCard   δVISA 

Card Number: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Expiration Date: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Amount Authorized: $_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name on Card (please print): _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Billing Address (if different): _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Total Amount Payable To:  Blinded Veterans Association, 125 N. West Street, 3rd Floor, Alexandria, VA 22314 

Contact: Dawn Jakutowicz, Convention Coordinator 

Email: djakutowicz@bva.org  Phone: 202-355-9526 

                                        

                                            

mailto:djakutowicz@bva.org
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2018 ADVERTISING, EXHIBITOR & SPONSORSHIP TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

 

Agreement. All terms and conditions will be firmly enforced. Advertisers, Exhibitors and Sponsors, 

hereby agree to adhere to all Blinded Veterans Association (BVA) guidelines, policies, terms and 

conditions when submitting an order to participate in the National Convention. 

 

Payment. 100% balance is due with order for advertising, exhibit space or sponsorship packages. BVA 

will confirm receipt of order and payment.  

 

Cancellation/Refunds. Should an Advertiser, Exhibitor and/or Sponsor cancel their order to participate 

in the Convention, written cancellation notice must be received via email (djakutowicz@bva.org) on or 

before June 13, 2018 to receive a 50% refund. No cancellations will be accepted nor refunds given after 

this date. 

 

Space Assignments. Exhibit Booths will be assigned in order of receipt of orders and payment. The 

exhibit hall will be arranged to promote your offerings in a non-competitive environment to the best 

extent possible. BVA reserves the right to make final space assignments. 

Non-Contracted Advertising or Exhibit Space. Any individual or organization not having placed an order 

with BVA for Convention advertising or occupancy of exhibit space will not be permitted to display or 

demonstrate any products or services in the Exhibit Hall or meeting space associated with the 

Convention. 

 

Use of Space. Exhibitors and/or Sponsors shall not sublet or share exhibit space provided by BVA, nor 

shall the Exhibitor and/or Sponsor assign this lease agreement in whole or in part without written notice 

and approval from BVA. The Exhibitor and/or Sponsor, as specific by these terms and conditions, will 

forfeit space not occupied by the close of the installation period. The space may be resold, reassigned, 

or used by BVA.  

Exclusion. BVA reserves the right to exclude or require modification to any advertising, display, signage, 

presentation or demonstration considered unsuitable or otherwise misaligned with the character of the 

event or the mission of the organization. BVA reserves the right to prohibit use of anything which may 

prove objectionable. 

 

“Exhibits Only” Registration. “Exhibits Only” registration allows exhibitors access to the Exhibit Hall 

exclusively and does not include access to sessions or meal functions. 

 

Early Dismantling of Exhibits. Exhibitors are required to remain set up until the officially stated 

teardown time of 6:00 pm on Wednesday, August 15, 2018.  

 

Photo Consent. As part of the Convention, you may be photographed or recorded on audio and/or 

video. Photography, audio and video may be used in future Convention marketing and BVA 

communication materials. Your attendance at the Convention implies your consent to being 

photographed and/or audio and video recorded. 

mailto:djakutowicz@bva.org
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2018 ADVERTISING, EXHIBITOR & SPONSORSHIP TERMS AND CONDITIONS, 

CONT. 

Safety. All aisles must be kept clear of displays. Inventory must be discreetly stored within the 

exhibitor’s booth space. Exhibitors and Sponsors must adhere to all municipal and state laws, rules and 

regulations. No combustible decorations are allowed and other material must comply with fire 

department regulations. 

 

Security Service. BVA will provide Guard/Security service when the exhibit area only is closed and 

exercise reasonable care for the protection of Exhibitors’ and Sponsors’ materials and displays. Beyond 

this, BVA, its officers, agents, employees, subsidiaries, affiliates and members (separately or collectively) 

cannot accept responsibility for any damage to or for the loss or destruction of an exhibit or for the 

property of an exhibitor from fire, theft, accidents or other causes. 

 

Liability. All advertisers, exhibitors and sponsors assume the entire responsibility and liability for losses, 

damages and claims to materials, displays, equipment or other property brought onto the premises of 

the Convention to indemnify and hold harmless BVA, its parent affiliates, their heirs, executors, directors 

and agents, and the Hotel, its agent, servants and employees, against any and all liability, losses, 

damages and claims. Exhibitor and/or Sponsor shall be fully responsible to pay for any and all damages 

to property owned by the Hotel, its owners and managers, which result from any act or omission of the 

Exhibitor and/or Sponsor. Exhibitor and/or Sponsor agrees to defend, indemnify and hold harmless BVA, 

its contractors, and Hotel, its owners, managers, officers or directors, agents, employees, subsidiaries 

and affiliates from any damages or changes resulting from Exhibitor and/or Sponsors’ use of the 

property. The Exhibitor and/or Sponsor’s liability shall include all losses, costs, damages or expenses 

arising from, out of or by reason of any accident or bodily injury or other occurrences to any person or 

persons, including the Exhibitor and/or Sponsors, its agents, employees, and business invitees which 

arise from or out of the Exhibitor and/or Sponsors’ occupancy and use of the exhibition premises, the 

Hotel or any part thereof.  

 

Amendment of Rules. Any and all matters not specifically covered by the preceding terms and 

conditions shall be subject solely to the decision of BVA and the Hotel. These terms and conditions may 

be amended at any time by BVA and the Hotel. All amendments shall be binding in relation to 

Advertisers, Exhibitors and/or Sponsors. All Advertisers, Exhibitors and Sponsors agree to abide by all 

policies, rules and regulations of the Convention. These rules, terms and conditions have been 

formulated in the best interest of all Advertisers, Exhibitors and Sponsors. 

 

 

 


