Cover Photo
The National World War II Memorial, situated across the Potomac River in our Nation’s Capital, is little more than a stone’s throw from the Marriott Crystal Gateway Hotel, site of the BVA 65th National Convention in Arlington, Virginia. An overview of the five-day historic gathering is presented in this issue of the Bulletin. Photo courtesy of Kyle Nappi.
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Congress, President, and VA

Recognize BVA Milestone

On April 7, President Barack Obama signed House Joint Resolution 80 congratulating BVA on its 65th anniversary. The resolution had been drafted and introduced by Representative Debbie Halvorson (D-IL-11) in early March and passed the House of Representatives on March 18. 

With a big push from Senate Committee on Veterans Affairs Chairman Daniel Akaka (D-HI), the resolution was also approved in the full Senate on March 26, the day before Congress adjourned for Easter recess.


Besides acknowledging the Association’s humble beginnings and 65-year history, the resolution also calls upon all Americans to remember blinded veterans on March 28 in future years.

Despite the other issues that preoccupied Congress earlier this year, including the health care debates and the February storms that closed everything for a few days, we feel fortunate to have seen the resolution move through both the House and Senate and onto the President’s desk. 

BVA appreciates the extraordinary help we received from Representative Halvorson, her staff, and many others who made the resolution possible. Adding to the excitement of this event was the fact that we obtained a copy of the document containing a visible Presidential signature less than two weeks later.

Secretary of Veterans Affairs (VA) Eric K. Shinseki also wrote a letter to Tom Miller offering “warm best wishes to you and all members of BVA on the occasion of your organization’s 65th anniversary.” 

 He continued: “On behalf of the Department, and as a fellow veteran, thank you for your service from a grateful nation and for the inspiration your membership has given to all who serve in the defense of freedom. Happy Anniversary and best wishes for many more years of success representing blinded veterans.”

H.R. 4360 


We are also pleased to report on a bill that Roy Kekahuna referred to in his President’s Page in the last Bulletin. The legislation proposed that the new VA Blind Rehabilitation Center (BRC) in Long Beach, California, be named in honor of Major Charles R. (Rob) Soltes, Jr.

Subsequent Legislative Alerts indicated that Major Soltes was the first military optometrist to be killed in action in Iraq. He was called to active duty in July 2004 at the age of 36 and deployed to Iraq just two months later. On October 13 of that same year, an Improvised Explosive Device entered his convoy vehicle and detonated.


Representative John Campbell (R-CA-48) introduced H.R. 4360 in November 2009 to name the BRC after Major Soltes. The bill passed the House 417-0 in March and on April 19 it passed the Senate by unanimous consent. At press time, the only action still lacking was a Presidential signature although the Orange County Register ran a newspaper story the day after the bill passed the Senate.


The official full name of the BRC will be “Major Charles Robert Soltes, Jr., O.D. Department of Veterans Affairs Blind Rehabilitation Center.”
BVA has been firmly behind the legislation because of Major Soltes’ story of unwavering commitment and outstanding service to the eye injured. We believe that his name should be forever associated with a facility designed to rehabilitate men and women with ocular diseases or injuries. Fortunately, with the encouragement of Earl Ivie in Los Angeles, the local California Veterans Service Organizations (VSOs) were all willing to sign onto letters of support. 
Major Soltes left behind his wife, Sally Dang, O.D., and three young sons. We had the privilege of meeting Sally at our 64th National Convention in Portland and accompanying her on visits to Congressional offices when she visited us here in Washington in mid-April. 

Sally is a low-vision optometrist herself who received her training at the West Haven BRC after graduating from the New England College of Optometry. She recently volunteered to provide low-vision services and care for blinded veterans to fulfill a promise she made to her husband before he deployed to Iraq.

“Major Soltes was a dedicated Army officer, and an outstanding clinician, educator, and military optometrist,” said Chairman Akaka in a statement for the Congressional Record after the Senate bill had passed by unanimous consent. “Naming the Long Beach VA BRC in his honor would be a fitting tribute to his lasting memory.”  
Advance Funding 
and VA Increases
Together, the 110th and 111th Congresses have provided for a 55 percent increase in discretionary VA funding. Nearly 85 percent of VA discretionary spending is allotted to medical care for veterans. 

Because of the recently passed Advance Funding concept, VA will, from this point forward, always have a two-year budget with which to plan and work. Every medical center will now be able to secure staff and services for veterans on a much more advanced basis and without the delays that have been so characteristic of the past 20 years.

The following is a summary of significant budget information for both the current fiscal year and the next two years: 
FY 2010—President Obama signed a funding bill, the Consolidated Appropriations Act (P.L. 111-117), providing a path to restoring and revitalizing the services provided to veterans. The amount of funding added was $14.5 billion above the total for last year’s budget. The FY 2010 budget was the third consecutive year in which the request of the VSO Independent Budget was exceeded. 
 
FY 2011—The budget for this year recommends an increase of $4.3 billion in VA discretionary spending. This amount is 8 percent more than it was the previous year, which is also far above the medical inflation rate of 3.2 percent. The House VA Committee supports the President’s historic budget request, recommends targeted additional investment, and commits to meeting VA’s needs for the coming year. VA Blind Rehabilitation Service (BRS) will have a budget of more than $126.9 million for FY 2011 if the appropriation request is approved by Congress. 

  
FY 2012—The budget proposal from the Obama administration for 2012 is the first to be affected by Advance Funding. The administration has recommended an increase of at least 5 percent in the amount to be appropriated, a figure once again higher than projected inflation costs. VSOs have also asked for an increase in both VA research and information technology budgets, which were the only two areas in which budgets did not meet our recommendations for the previous year. The BRS budget for 2012 will be approximately $133.3 million. All of the increases since FY 2009 have allowed for significant implementation of full Continuum of Care services. 
VCE Progress 

We continue to monitor and review the status of the Vision Center of Excellence (VCE) with the Center Director, Colonel Donald Gagliano. We recently learned from him that Major Derrick Johnson has been appointed VCE Chief of Staff. 
Major Johnson is active duty Army and served two combat one-year tours in Iraq and a one-year tour of combat duty in Afghanistan. He comes to VCE with an impressive resume. 

We have also learned that Ophthalmologist Mary Lawrence, M.D. has been appointed as the new VA Deputy Director for VCE, replacing Dr. Claude Cowan. Dr. Lawrence joins VCE after working for several years in the eye clinic at the VA Medical Center in Minneapolis. She is a former colleague of Dr. Robert A. Petzel, newly appointed VA Under Secretary for Health.


Despite the progress, VA has lagged behind in providing other key staffing for VCE. We continue to press both Department of Defense (DoD) and VA leadership to quicken the pace to fully establish this important center and eye registry.

Another note of progress is that the House Armed Services Committee held its first hearing on the four DoD Centers of Excellence, of which the Vision Center is one. The Surgeon Generals of the Army, Navy, and Air Force all provided testimony on their specific plans for the Centers.

Special Adaptive Housing


BVA has also been working closely with Representative Stephanie Herseth-Sandlin (D-SD-1), Chairman of the VA Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity, on recommendations that the Special Adaptive Housing program be expanded for legally blinded veterans. The current restrictive 5/200 rating to obtain the adaptive housing grants creates a barrier for many of our members who are 20/200 and legally blind but who don’t meet this more restrictive 5/200 standard. 

Representative Herseth-Sandlin has drafted a bill that was introduced the week of April 12 to change the legal blindness definition to 20/200 so that additional veterans may qualify for the $12,000 special adaptive housing grant. On the Senate VA Committee side, Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) also has a draft version waiting to be introduced that would both eliminate the 5/200 requirement and raise the amount of the grant to $30,000. 

At issue with respect to how far these bills will progress this session are the costs associated with bringing about such changes. Because all Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA) funding increases must find either a new funding source or an offset (eliminating something else in order to move a bill), we must first find out what the total costs will be before we can determine if locating offsets will be possible. 

Veterans Pension Protection Act

 The House Committee has still not been able to locate funding that would allow the Veterans Pension Protection Act of 2009, H.R. 3485, to move from Subcommittee consideration to the full Committee. Representative Brian Higgins (D-NY-27) introduced this bill last year.

Blinded veterans receiving nonservice-connected pensions generally have limited incomes. They are clearly being penalized by the current VA pension laws, which require that all income be considered for pension purposes. These small annuities in the state of New York will continue to be subtracted, or “taxed,” and considered income by VA until this legislation is enacted. 

Better news is that, as a result of the BVA Legislative Committee meetings with the office of Senator John Kerry (D-MA) in early March, the Senator introduced a companion bill, S. 3118, on March 16. I have been told that the House and Senate are now working toward a final compromise to move the state annuities bill for a mark-up and vote on May 19 as part of a much larger benefits bill that Chairman Akaka wants completed before the Memorial Day recess. 

For the first time in a decade, we now have a House bill moving forward and a prominent Senator who has introduced a bill that would fix this long-term problem. I feel safe in reporting that after 12 years of effort, we are closer than ever before. If, by chance, the May 19 (or shortly thereafter) vote does not materialize after all, we hope to keep members of Congress and other key contacts informed and educated about this legislation. 

Update on Elimination

Of Co-Payments
As also reported previously, Representative Halvorson introduced original legislation, H.R. 1335, to eliminate the co-payment for catastrophically disabled veterans who are nonservice-connected and who have been required to pay for inpatient rehabilitation services in the past. The cost to a blinded veteran attending a residential VA BRC is approximately $1,350.

H.R. 1335 was merged into a second bill and passed as H.R. 3219 last July. When a companion bill, S. 1963, passed the Senate in December, it contained caregiver benefit sections that were different from the House bill. 

We learned later that many BVA members had been under the impression that the co-payment legislation had become law because it had passed both chambers. This was not the case. Rather, it took from mid-December until March 24 for a House and Senate Conference Committee to work out final agreements. At that point, S. 1963, the sweeping legislation that also contained provisions for caregivers and women veterans, was moved for new floor votes in both the House and Senate. 

Our original hope was that these bills would be voted on before the end of May. Much to our pleasant surprise, however, the two-year battle ended in the late evening on April 22 as the Senate approved S. 1963, the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act, by unanimous voice vote. The legislation had passed the House 417-0 the previous day. On May 5, President Obama signed the bill into law. 

We learned a few months ago that some BVA members were under the false impression that the co-payment provision of the bill would eliminate medication co-payments for disabled veterans. This is also not true. The elimination of co-payments is only for inpatient medical or rehabilitation services. Veterans will still be required to co-pay for outpatient medications as before. Because the addition of a provision to eliminate this co-payment would have put the entire bill at risk, those pushing hardest for passage determined that it was best to leave out such a provision.

Two additional sweeteners came with passage of this very comprehensive bill. One is a provision for a scholarship program for future VA Blind Rehabilitation Outpatient Specialists for which we have been advocating for three years. 

The second relates to beneficiary air travel. Under the newly enacted law, the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) is now required to provide air travel to a veteran that requires special services. 

President’s Page 

by Roy Kekahuna
Happy 65th Birthday, Blinded Veterans Association! A banner, hung in late March above the front door of our national headquarters building, reminds passersby of this wonderful milestone. I hope all of our members and other Bulletin readers remembered BVA on March 28  

As we celebrate the amazing landmark anniversary of our beloved organization throughout 2010, I would hope that the banner could serve as a sort of symbol of an unforgettable “banner year” for us.
In that spirit, we should strive to make attendance by our members and families at this convention the best we’ve ever experienced. We should also demonstrate pride in our Nation’s Capital by taking advantage of all it has to offer us during our stay. The wonderful sites will most assuredly complement the outstanding program put on by BVA. Our staff has been very hard at work to make this a super event. Now we just need as many of you as possible to get there!

As BVA members, we also have a responsibility to support our membership and those who work so hard for us by nominating them for the Association’s very prestigious awards: Certificates of Appreciation, the Maas and Diener Awards, the Long Employment Award, and the Schnair Award. 
It is definitely “Showtime” for those who have served us so well and made a true difference in the lives of blinded vets! Nominations were due on April 23. By the time you receive this issue of the Bulletin, we hope to have received many nominations from which to choose. The awards will be presented at the convention’s closing banquet on the evening of August 28.

As I mentioned in the last issue, our Legislative Committee made its way to Capitol Hill in early March. We seem to have garnered substantial support from members of Congress and their staffs. We have been fortunate in seeing many of our bills passed and other priorities realized. Nevertheless, we must continue our efforts to assure that blinded veterans and veterans in general receive the benefits they have rightly earned as a result of their service. 

I was able to include, in our last issue, some remarks about our Legislative Committee meetings, mid-winter Board meetings, and Congressional testimony just before it went to press. Each of the aforementioned events took place during the first week in March. To recap again the highlights of our legislative priorities for the year, I based my oral presentation on several key items.

· “Seamless Transition” of blinded veterans from DoD to VA care, the importance of which is emphasized by our advocacy of the Vision Center of Excellence and its Eye Trauma Registry. 

· Advance appropriations for VA in 2011 and 2012. 
· The critical need for Congressional funding of vision research. 

· Elimination of disabled veteran co-payments for blinded veterans attending BRCs. 

· Naming of the new BRC after Major Soltes.

A final point I emphasized was our position that VA’s world-class, second-to-none vision rehabilitation services should not be sacrificed for contracted services provided by other organizations. As a graduate of multiple VA BRCs and as a participant in research projects in other countries, I can unequivocally state that the VA centers are second to none. 

I wish for all of our members and other Bulletin readers an enjoyable spring and summer, and I look forward to seeing all of you in Washington. 
65th Convention to Mark

Amazing BVA Milestone

by Christina Hitchcock

Regional group officers, convention delegates, staff, exhibitors, and BVA members and their families should now begin preparing feverishly for the momentous 65th gathering of the Association’s national membership. The convention is scheduled for August 24-28, 2010 in Arlington, Virginia, just outside the Nation’s Capital. 

In view of the recent Congressional resolution described in Tom Zampieri’s Legislative Update, coupled with the historic nature of Washington, DC, itself, there is no place more appropriate to mark BVA’s 65 years of service to blinded veterans.

DC Sights 

and Sounds

The Washington area is a family-oriented destination with the potential for a visit by land, by water, or both. One of the most unusual tours employs an original World War II DUK-W amphibious vehicle. 

A 90-minute tour takes passengers through the streets of Washington followed by a splashdown in the Potomac River. The “Duck Tour” is not part of the BVA schedule but constitutes an example of the many potential things to see and experience in The Nation’s Capital.


Other options include the U.S. Capitol, the Washington Monument, the National Air and Space Museum, the Museum of American History, the Museum of Natural History, and the National Gallery of Art on the National Mall. Visit the Marine Corps Museum in Quantico, Virginia, or take a trip to Annapolis, Maryland, to visit the Naval Academy.


The newest of America’s Major League Baseball stadiums, Nationals Park, is a 15-minute Metrorail ride from the nearby Crystal City station. The Chicago Cubs will be in town August 23-25 and the St. Louis Cardinals will play a four-game series with the Nationals August 26-29.


The Tourmobile Sightseeing Company will provide the Thursday trip away from the hotel. It will begin at Arlington National Cemetery and feature 16 possible stops.  

Examples of stops include the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam Memorials; the Washington Monument; the Jefferson, Lincoln, and Roosevelt Memorials; Smithsonian Museums; Capitol Hill; and Union Station. Passengers can choose to leave the bus or continue to the next site. Every 15 minutes another bus will arrive to take participants to the next optional stop. Depending on how long individuals stay at each site, the tour can take as little as four hours and as long as the entire day. Participants will need to be back on a bus by 3 p.m. to ensure their return to the cemetery by 4 p.m. and to the hotel before dinner time. If desired, the Capitol stop can include an audio-described tour of this historic building.


For more information about the stops, visit www.tourmobile.com or contact a BVA National Headquarters staff member. Tourmobile also offers additional tours to such sites as Mount Vernon and the Frederick Douglass home. Convention attendees may also arrange a twilight tour through Tourmobile. 

Highlights of the

Convention Week


Events kick off with convention registration and the opening of the Exhibit Hall on Tuesday morning. Exhibits will provide attendees with a unique opportunity to learn about new services and obtain hands-on experience with tools of the latest technologies developed specifically for the blind and visually impaired. 

Arrive early so that you have a chance to visit the Exhibit Hall before the President’s Reception that evening. This time-honored tradition includes an opportunity to meet the National President and other national officers. 


The first convention meeting will be Wednesday at 8:30 am. It will include attendees of the VA BRS conference. We expect Secretary Shinseki to open the session with a keynote address. We will then introduce special guests and dignitaries. A business meeting consisting of the reading of letters, a financial report, nomination of officers, and a remembrance of deceased members will follow. 

Guests and spouses not participating in the business meeting may wish to check out the Auxiliary Silent Auction, the Exhibit Hall, or one of the area’s many shopping and entertainment opportunities.

We also anticipate that a number of our exhibitors will provide technical demonstrations in a workshop format between 1 and 3 p.m. on Wednesday. Additional information on that subject is provided in the registration packet. The afternoon’s activities also include the traditional Bylaws and Resolutions meeting. The National Library Service plans to host a reception in BVA’s honor in the early evening.
In lieu of or in addition to the day trip planned for Thursday, convention attendees may wish to venture out on their own. There is something available for everyone in DC! For information, call the DC visitor information line at 800-422-8644 or 202-789-7000, or visit www.washington.org. 
Friday morning will feature the customary presentations on topics related to vision research and prosthetics. 

The keynote speaker for the annual Father Carroll Memorial Luncheon will be Ray Hazan, President of BVA’s sister organization, St. Dunstan’s, in the United Kingdom. For many years Ray has been a good friend to BVA and to Executive Director Tom Miller. He lost his sight and his right hand in 1973 when, as a captain of the 2nd Battalion Royal Anglian Regiment, a parcel booby-trapped by the IRA blew up in his face. After extended treatment in the hospital, Ray went for training at St. Dunstan’s and eventually began working there in 1977. In 2004, he was selected to be President of the facility. Ray’s inspirational stories and wealth of experience in the area of rehabilitation and adjustment to blindness in the U.K. will be shared with luncheon attendees.

Saturday morning consists of the Closing Business Meeting. Agenda items for this session include voting on the bylaws and resolutions, election of officers, and convention site selection for upcoming years. Three regional groups have submitted bids to host the BVA 67th National Convention in 2012. BVA members are encouraged to attend afternoon sessions that will include a legislative update by Tom Zampieri and a leadership training orientation by Sam Huhn. 

The final event, a capstone for the week, is the customary BVA Reception and Awards Banquet on Saturday evening. National President Roy Kekahuna will present the Golden Gavel, the Silver Gavel, and the individual awards mentioned in this issue’s President’s Page. 
Ground Transportation

and the Crystal Gateway 

The Marriott Crystal Gateway Hotel, located in the “urban village” of Arlington’s Crystal City, offers complimentary airport shuttle service to and from Ronald Reagan National Airport from 6:05 a.m. until 11:00 p.m. 
The hotel is one mile from the airport, but the trip takes approximately ten minutes due to winding roads and a few traffic signals. Subway service from the airport costs $1.75 one way during rush hours (5-9 a.m. and 3-7 p.m.) and $1.45 during off-peak hours. Estimated taxi fare one way is $7.00. Parking is $21 per day with in and out privileges. 

Reagan National Airport advertises wheelchair service and assistance for visually impaired travelers. For wheelchair service or “blind assist,” please contact the airline in advance to be assisted with luggage. There is no charge for wheelchair assistance but gratuities are appreciated.

Convention attendees who would like to be met at the gate by a BVA volunteer should email their arrival and departure information to Margarine Beaman at oleo50@hotmail.com, or call her at least three weeks in advance at 512-921-1625. Every effort will be made to have someone at the gate to meet individuals traveling alone.

The hotel is connected by tunnel to the Crystal Underground, a shopping center that also connects to the Crystal City Metrorail station. 

Crystal City is filled with high-rise apartment buildings, corporate offices, hotels, and dozens of diverse shops. There are restaurants in all price ranges. The hotel itself features a health club, indoor and outdoor pools, and a whirlpool. Restaurant Mez, specializing in Mediterranean food, is open for breakfast, lunch, and dinner while the The Atrium offers a lounge-type atmosphere for dinner. 

Convention reservations for the hotel can be secured by calling 800-266-9432. Individuals making reservations over the phone must remember to indicate their affiliation with the Blinded Veterans Association in order to receive the group rate. Participants are urged to reserve rooms as far in advance as possible with July 14, 2010 being the final date to receive the BVA $149 per night room rate. 
Due to the popularity of Washington, DC, and the presence of another convention, the BVA room block could fill up before July 14. It is recommended that convention attendees reserve their rooms early. Registrations by telephone can be done most quickly. In the event that space is not available, please call the Sheraton Hotel, located across the street from the Marriott, at 888-627-8209.
Convention Registration

BVA mailed convention announcements and registration packets to all members in mid-May. Members who may not have received the information may locate it in full on the convention webpage. They may also request that one be sent to them by postal mail or email. The registration fee is $100 for each adult and $65 for children 12 years old and younger.


Convention and hotel registrations completed by June 14, 2010 will have met the early registration deadline and will be eligible for a five-night complimentary stay at the hotel. The drawing for the prize, an $821 value, will occur during a major convention event or meeting.


The final registration deadline for mailing forms and payments to BVA National Headquarters is July 14, after which attendees must pay $120 to register adults and $85 for children. The cancellation deadline for convention registration is August 1. 
Remember These Dates

Monday June 14—Early deadline for securing hotel reservation and submitting convention registration materials. Attendees meeting this deadline will be entered in a pool of contestants to win a complimentary five-night stay at the Crystal Gateway Marriott. 
Wednesday, July 14— Final deadline for making hotel reservations and for mailing in registration form and payment to BVA National Headquarters without incurring a $20 late fee. The total cost when registering late is $120 per person.

Thursday, July 15—Deadline for BVA members and regional groups to submit convention program announcements and ads. Please contact me, Christina Hitchcock, for information.

Sunday, August 1—Deadline for cancellation of pre-registration in order to receive a full refund.
Tuesday, August 3—Deadline for receipt of the completed regional group delegate credentials form and official proxy form for non-attending members (credentials form was mailed to regional group officers by the BVA Administrative Director while the proxy form was included in the individual convention package). 

Travel Tips

Based on recent research I have conducted, the following tips could be of assistance for blinded veterans traveling to upcoming conventions or who are using air travel for other purposes:


1. Pack medicines and other medical supplies in carry-on luggage. The strict limitation on gels and liquids does not apply to prescriptions or other liquids needed by persons with disabilities or medical conditions. However, they must be packed separately in quart-sized, zip-lock bags and declared at the security checkpoint.


2. Note that the limit of one carry-on and one personal item does not apply to medical supplies, equipment, mobility aids, and assistive devices. These items are also exempt from checked baggage restrictions and fees. If blinded veterans have an assistive device (it is always wise to take a spare cane or other prosthetic aids) in their checked luggage, they may request that the fee be waived for that bag. This is not a rule that customer service representatives must follow, but it is a courtesy often extended if requested. 

Administrative Reminders 

for BVA DC Gathering 
by Brigitte Jones

Official Notice

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 3b of Article IX (National Convention) of the BVA National Bylaws, all members of the Blinded Veterans Association in good standing are hereby notified that the BVA 65th National Convention will be held at the Marriott Crystal Gateway Hotel, 1700 Jefferson Davis Highway, Arlington, VA 22202, from Tuesday, August 24, through Saturday, August 28, 2010. Periodic updates regarding the convention will be posted regularly to the Convention page on the BVA website.

BVA members in good standing who wish to vote by proxy may request a form by writing to or telephoning the Administrative Director at BVA National Headquarters no later than 45 days before the opening day of the 65th National Convention. Because the convention’s opening day is August 24, the deadline for requesting a proxy form is July 10, 2010.


In compliance with Section 2c of Article IX, the proxy form must be completed and returned to BVA National Headquarters (Attn: Administrative Director). To be considered valid, the envelope containing the form must be postmarked no later than 21 days before the opening date of the convention. The due date is therefore August 3, 2010.

Significant Dates

and Deadlines

1.
May 17 (no earlier than 100 days before convention, in this case 99 because May 16 is a Sunday)--Earliest date to mail pre-registration package and official convention notice to potential attendees.

2.
May 26 (no earlier than 90 days before convention)--Earliest date to distribute ballots for Districts 3 and 4 elections to district members.

3.
May 26 (no later than 90 days before convention)--Envelopes containing proposed bylaw amendments must be directed to national headquarters and postmarked.

4.
May 26 (no earlier than 90 days before convention)--Earliest date to mail proposed bylaw amendments to members in good standing.

5.
May 26 (90 days before convention and 60 days following original mail call referred to above)--Nominations for regular elections of Directors of Districts 3 and 4 due at national headquarters. 

6.
June 10 (no later than 75 days before convention)--Latest date to mail pre-registration package and official convention notice from national headquarters.

7.
June 15 (no later than 70 days before convention)--Latest date for national headquarters to mail ballots for regular elections of Directors of Districts 3 and 4.

8.
June 15*--National headquarters mails annual financial report forms (three copies) to treasurers of regional groups.

9.
July 10 (no later than 45 days before convention)--Ballots for regular elections for Directors of Districts 3 and 4 must be postmarked no later than midnight.

10.
July 10 (no later than 45 days before convention)--Latest date to mail proposed bylaw amendments to members in good standing.

11.
July 15 (no later than 40 days before convention)--Regional group meeting notices to elect convention delegates must be mailed to group members. A copy of the notice must also be mailed to national headquarters at the same time it is mailed to the group membership.
12.
July 20 (35 days before convention)--National headquarters counts election ballots for regular election of Directors of Districts 3 and 4.

13.
August 3 (21 days before convention)--Completed delegate credentials forms and proxy forms must be postmarked no later than midnight.

Requirements for

Good Standing

Article XIV of the BVA National Bylaws outlines the criteria by which regional groups are deemed in good standing for national conventions. Groups must accordingly accomplish the following: 

1. Meet at least once during the BVA fiscal year July 1-June 30 and submit a copy of the minutes to national headquarters within 60 days of such meetings (Section 13a).

 
2. Submit an annual financial statement to the Administrative Director on forms provided for that purpose no later than September 30 (three months following the end of Fiscal Year 2010). 


Regional group officers should review the status of their groups to ensure that the above requirements have been met. Doing so will ensure that all BVA delegations are appropriately seated at the convention. 

Delegates, Alternates,

Credentials Forms


Article XIV of the BVA National Bylaws specifies that all regional groups intending to send a delegate to Washington, DC, must also hold a meeting to elect and instruct the individual.


Groups must inform all of their members in good standing, in writing, of the date, time, location, and purpose of the meeting, which must be held no later than July 15, 2010. Notice of the meeting must be distributed to the regional group members no less than 10 days before convening.


A copy of the notice must be forwarded to BVA National Headquarters at the same time the notice is distributed to the members. Failure to do so will render the group’s delegation unable to receive seating at the convention. 


A set of official BVA credentials forms was mailed in triplicate on yellow paper to all regional group officers on April 12. The credentials must also be completed in triplicate, which includes a signature and a dating of the signature by both the regional group president and regional group secretary. One copy should be provided to the elected delegate. A second copy must be mailed to BVA National Headquarters and postmarked no later than August 3, 2010. A third copy should be placed in the regional group files.

Regional groups must also elect alternate delegates to the national convention at the same meeting. In addition, each regional group to be represented should elect a representative to the Bylaws and Resolutions Committee. The representative’s name should be placed in the appropriate blank at the bottom of the second page of the credentials form.

BVA 65th National Convention

Crystal Gateway Marriott Hotel

Arlington, Virginia 

Preliminary Schedule of Events

Date/Time



Event      
           
   
 
Location
Monday, August 23

8:30 am-5:00 pm

Nurse’s Station 


Lee

8:30 am-5:00 pm 

Board of Directors Meeting

Rosslyn I

8:30 am-5:00 pm

OEF/OIF Group meeting

Salon A

8:30 am-5:00 pm

Field Service Meeting


Rosslyn II

8:30 am-5:00 pm

Auxiliary Auction Set up

Salon D

1:00 pm-5:00 pm

Early Check-in/BVA Registration
Lobby

Tuesday, August 24

8:30 am-5:00 pm

Nurse’s Station 


Lee
8:30 am-5:00 pm                     Field Service Meeting

Rosslyn II

8:30 am-5:00 pm                     Auxiliary Silent Auction

Salon D

8:30 am-5:00 pm                     Operation Peer Support

Salon A

9:30 am-6:00 pm                     BVA Registration


2nd Floor Lobby

10:30 am-7:00 pm                   Exhibit Hall Open


Salon III 

3:15 pm-3:45 pm                     Rules Committee Meeting

Salon B* 

4:00 pm-4:30 pm                     Credentials Meeting


Salon B* 

7:00 pm-9:00 pm                     President’s Reception


Grand Ballroom

9:30 pm-Midnight                   Hospitality Suite


To Be Announced

                        

Wednesday, August 25

8:30 am-5:00 pm

Nurse’s Station 


Lee
8:00 am-4:00 pm

BVA Registration                               2nd Floor Lobby

8:00 am-11:30 am

Opening Business Meeting                Grand Ballroom

                8:00-9:45 am

   Welcome of Local Dignitaries  

                                                                and Keynote Speaker 
            Grand Ballroom

                9:45-11:30 am                         Official Business Session  
            Grand Ballroom

10:00 am-5:00 pm                    Field Service Meeting                       Rosslyn II

10:00 am-5:00 pm                    Operation Peer Support

Salon A

10:30 am-7:00 pm                    Exhibit Hall Open                             Salon III

12:00 pm-1:00 pm                    Box Lunches**                                 Salon III

1:15 pm-3:00 pm                      Exhibitor Presentations             
To Be Announced

2:30 pm-7:00 pm

  BVAA Silent Auction

Salon D



3:00 pm-5:00 pm                      Bylaws and Resolutions                    Salon B

5:00 pm-5:30 pm                      Board Buses for Reception               Lobby

5:30 pm-8:00 pm                      National Library Services 

NLS Facility Offsite





    Reception

To Be Announced                    Hospitality Suite                                To Be Announced     

                        

Thursday, August 26

8:30 am-4:00 pm                     Information Desk


2nd Floor Lobby 

8:30 am-5:00 pm

Nurse’s Station 


Lee

8:30 am-5:00 pm                     Day Trips



Meet in Lobby

8:30 am-5:00 pm                     Auxiliary Silent Auction

Salon D

10:00 am-4:00 pm                   Exhibits



Salon III

To Be Announced                   Hospitality Suite


To Be Announced

 

Friday, August 27

8:30 am-5:00 pm

Nurse’s Station 


Lee

8:30 am-11:00 am                   Auxiliary Auction Pick-Up

Salon D

8:30 am-12:15 pm                   BVA Forum:



Salon 2    

                8:30 am-9:00 am                    Opening remarks

                9:00 am-9:45 am

   Presentation I




                10:00 am-10:45 am

   Presentation II

                11:00 am-11:45 am   
   Presentation III

8:30 am-4:00 pm                     Information Desk


Lobby

8:30 am-5:00 pm                     Field Service Training

Rosslyn II

8:30 am-5:00 pm                     OIF/OEF Meeting/workshop

Salon A

12:30 pm-2:30 pm

Father Carroll Luncheon 

Grand Ballroom

2:30 pm-4:45 pm                     District Caucuses                                                                      

                                                               District 1



Salon 1

                                                               District 2



Salon 2

   District 3



Salon 3

                                                               District 4



Salon F

                                                           
   District 5



Salon G

                                                               District 6



Salon K

6:00 pm-10:00 pm                   Marine Silent Drill Parade

Marine Barracks           

10:00 pm                                 Hospitality Suite


To Be Announced

Saturday, August 28

8:30 am-4:00 pm                     BVA Information


Lobby

8:30 am-1:00 pm                     BVA Closing Business Meeting
Salon 2                                                                Bylaws and Resolutions,  

\                                                              Elections, Updates on 

                                                               Future Conventions                                                

9:00 am-12:00 pm                   Auxiliary Elections and Meeting
Salon D 

12:00 pm–5:00 pm                  Board of Directors Meeting

Rosslyn I

1:15 pm-1:45 pm                     Legislative Issues


Salon B and C

2:00 pm-4:00pm                      Leadership Forum for All

Salon B and C





   Regional Groups



6:00 pm-7:00 pm                     Awards Reception                            Grand Ballroom 

7:00 pm-10:00 pm                   Awards Banquet                               Grand Ballroom

10:15 pm                                  Hospitality Suite                               To Be Announced

*   By Invitation Only          

** Advanced Purchase Required 
Life Goes On

by James Ory Theall

Fourteen days before my 77th birthday, I clutched my first novel and repeatedly asked my wife to read the cover to me. Cat and Dog, A Cajun Tale by James Ory Theall, she read, as she described the appearance of the book cover she had designed for me. 
My thoughts wandered back to the day in 1957 when I fearfully awaited the eye doctor’s diagnosis. He sat facing me and told me I had an incurable condition called Retinitis Pigmentosa, and I would eventually go blind. My tears welled up. Blind!  No cure!  The words resounded like a bell clapper in my head. The doctor spoke softly and said I could withdraw, indulge in self-pity, and make everyone around me miserable, or I could accept the circumstances and go on with my life. It would be necessary to make some radical adjustments, but life could still be full. 
I cried myself to sleep that afternoon, awoke early in the morning, stared at the darkness of the hospital ward, and resolved to take the doctor’s advice.

My military career over, I entered the job market and, after several rejections because of my visual impairment, I was hired as an inventory clerk in a dingy basement of an appliance repair shop. Realizing something better was necessary, I enrolled in evening classes at the local university and eventually secured a position as the Controller for a large conglomerate. The CEO of that firm was a unique sort of person and accommodated my visual impairment. The highly leveraged company collapsed in the failing economy of 1982 and I retired. 

By then, I had already attended BRCs in Hines, Illinois, and Birmingham, Alabama, for special training on a CCTV and a Kurzweil Reading Machine. My vision had diminished to a dim light perception in one eye, so entry into the complete VA blind rehabilitation program seemed advisable. Thus began a significant phase in my life!  I learned the skills necessary to function as a blind person. I have returned several times to learn the use of special equipment. A completely new world was opened for me when I received my first computer in 1988 and I have never looked back. 
I am now totally blind with no light perception. 
During the inevitable periods of depression, creative writing became therapeutic. This led to the publication of short stories in the Prairie Times, a literary magazine in Northern Colorado. I have been a member of the Longmont (Colorado) Writers Club for nine years and I contributed short stories to their 2005 anthology, Reflections, as well as to the 2009 Collected Works of the Longmont Writers’ Club.

My wife Lorraine (an award-winning author) and I traveled to England, Europe, and Canada. Her caring and ability to turn words into pictures led to the discovery of my genealogical roots. In 2006, we published a compilation of my family history. 
On days when I don’t feel like writing or reading, I spend time at my second favorite pastime, woodworking, trying to create floating about the inside of my head. They don’t always work out, but the activity is fun.

The young eye doctor’s words of wisdom have never been forgotten. Of course, family and friends, especially my lovely Lorraine, have propped me up when needed. VA rehabilitation specialists, the VIST Coordinators (notably Pamela Newton at the Denver VA Medical Center), and fellow BVA members played an important role in my adjustment to blindness. Some blind friends were kind enough to read my manuscript before publication - not an easy task. All helped me realize that blindness and other physical challenges can be the beginning, not the end, of a productive life.

My book, Cat and Dog, A Cajun Tale tells of a grumpy, elderly man who hates getting old. The book (available online at Amazon.com) was chosen as “Larry’s Pick” during the first week in February 2010 on the Larry King Live webpage. 

Among 5,000 entries in the Amazon Breakthrough Novel Award competition, it has now made the second cut to 250, which is the quarterfinals. I anxiously await news about the book reaching the semifinals, which would place it in the final 50.  
During my wait, I have followed up on my plans for future writing by preparing outlines for two sequels and one prequel to this novel.

Smiles Abound at 

Winter Sports Event 
By Steven Beres

I was fortunate enough to have been invited to a couple of adaptive sports activities this winter. I attended both. For the sake of space, I will be able to discuss only one of these events but hope to write about the other at some point in the future.

Sun Valley Adaptive Sports (SVAS), located in Sun Valley, Idaho, held an event for blind Wounded Warriors in early January. Along with myself, five other blinded veterans from the latest conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq, and their significant others, made it to Idaho. We participated in alpine skiing, snowboarding, tubing, snowmobiling, and paragliding. Unfortunately, the weather did not allow everyone to participate in the paragliding. Those who did participate enjoyed the exhilaration of taking off from the top of old “Baldy.”

The program and staff at SVAS were excellent and we all had a fantastic time.

Not only did we have the opportunity to get back into winter sports (I, myself, had not skied since the loss of my sight), we were able to talk with one another about our experiences serving in the Middle East, the challenges inherent in dealing with injuries, the healing process, and the moving forward in our personal lives after traumatic injury. 

During our discussions, there were times when our groups naturally divided. The spouses, in this case all ladies, went off and did their own thing while we separated for “guy time.” This proved to be invaluable. Well documented now is the fact that injury and blindness affect not only the one who has been blinded but family members and other loved ones. This is especially true when the loss is from traumatic injury.

When such traumatic injury occurs, the other individuals affected sometimes move from the role of spouse, girlfriend, boyfriend, parent, etc. to caregiver, at least for a time. The stress on them can be as daunting as dealing with significant injuries and loss of sight.

The SVAS staff took the time to help all of us deal with these issues and gave us “tools” to take home. The tools can be used to continue the healing process by helping us maintain our passion for winter sports activities upon our return home. 

A couple of my favorite times at the event involved hearing the experiences of others. I remember sitting out by the deck overlooking the mountain while a fellow blinded veteran and BVA member told me of the screams of his wife as she proceeded down the ski run. The screams were screams of delight. He told me that hearing his wife laugh from that type of excitement was, in and of itself, enough to make the stay at Sun Valley a success. Since the time of his traumatic injury and return from Iraq, he said, he had not heard her laugh like that. This was a time for her to enjoy herself without having to feel that she always had to be at his side. 

I also stood on the deck and spoke with one of the spouses. It was the end of the day and we were waiting for the last veteran still out on the slopes to return with his instructor. As we were standing there, she told me that she could see him coming. As she said this, I could hear the crack in her voice and sensed the tears welling up in her eyes. I asked her if everything was all right, not knowing what had caused this change in her voice. She stated that her husband had a grin from ear to ear, a smile she could see when he was still perhaps halfway up the ski run. She told me that she had not seen him smile like that since his injury. She was emotional, she said, because it was a smile that was familiar and one she had seen frequently in the past.

I thank SVAS staff members for their commitment to our Wounded Warriors and for providing us with such an incredible experience. I am happy to acknowledge BVA’s role as a sponsor of this event. Our organization provided gift baskets for all attendees, a gesture certainly worthy of our motto “Blinded Veterans Helping Blinded Veterans.”

In addition to his position as BVA National Treasurer, Steven Beres also currently serves as President of the Michigan Regional Group.
Around BVA

Standage: Pioneer and

Arizona Role Model


Dan Standage, vice president of the Southern Arizona Regional Group, was featured in two recent newspaper articles, one in the The Daily Wildcat last October 20 and the other on October 23 in the Arizona Daily Star. The first of the two publications is the student newspaper of the University of Arizona.

The Daily Star highlighted Dan’s successful use of a GPS-enabled iPhone that gives him precise directions about where he is and where he is headed. He learned the high-tech navigation skills necessary to use the device at the Southwestern BRC at Tucson.


Dan’s blindness, which includes no vision at all in his left eye and limited use of his right eye, is linked to a vaccine that he received for Japanese encephalitis while stationed in Okinawa. He served in the Marine Corps from August 1991 until September 2001.



The article outlines the benefits of technology that helps blinded veterans get out and do things on their own when they would otherwise be homebound, depressed, and perhaps fearful to take bus trips to a mall or to a full-time job. As a young man who grew up with high-tech gadgetry, Dan found it easier to use the technology than it is for many older veterans. Nevertheless, he said, practice and patience certainly makes it possible for anyone. Dan is one of about 65 veterans who have taken GPS training in Tucson. 


The Daily Wildcat story described the University of Arizona (UA) campus Veterans Education and Transition Services office, which Dan had a major part in initiating and organizing. The office is a gathering place and resource center for student veterans who need assistance with academic, social, or personal issues. It also functions as a hangout and place of camaraderie for veterans as they sit at computers, discuss class projects, or eat lunch. About 50 veterans visit the office each day.


Having graduated in 2009 with a degree in rehabilitation, Dan continues his work on campus as the coordinator for the newly initiated Veterans Reintegration and Education Project. His daily work focuses on the approximately 600 veterans on the University of Arizona campus who are certified to use the GI bill and many more who are not on the bill but may still need assistance with the transition from the military to the university. Issues of greatest concern include meeting family responsibilities while going to school full-time, being on the older side of a generation gap at the university, adjusting to an unstructured environment, and coping with disabilities as a result of injuries.


Dan was also an instrumental participant volunteer in Operation Peer Support sessions at the BVA 64th National Convention in Portland last August.

BVA Members Inspire Others

at Winter Sports Clinic 

George Davis and Ken Lagerquist, members of the Spokane Inland Empire Regional Group, were among the contingency of blind and visually impaired veterans from throughout the country who braved opposition and adversity in amazing performances at the 24th Annual National Disabled Veterans Winter Sports Clinic. 

This year’s event was held March 28-April 2 at the customary site in Snowmass Village, Colorado. Participants included veterans with spinal cord injuries, amputations, traumatic brain injuries, neurological challenges, and visual impairments. The clinic is jointly sponsored by VA and Disabled American Veterans with additional financial support from corporations and individuals. 

Both George and Ken, accompanied at Snowmass by VIST Coordinator Suzanne Bennatt, participated in downhill skiing, cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, scuba diving, and goalball. 

For Ken, the activity followed a serious accident this past January in which the 85-year-old fell off a ladder in his garage and was hospitalized with a broken collarbone, broken ribs, a collapsed lung, and a serious concussion.

“Ken’s doctor told him that many people would not have survived an accident like that,” said Suzanne. “One of the primary things that motivated him to recover from the accident was the anticipation of being able to go to the Winter Sports Clinic again for downhill skiing, which in two months became a reality for him.” 

 George, who also looked forward to the event, attributes his improved overall health and wellness to his participation in the clinic. “Not only has my confidence risen, I now have a greater determination to exercise more, increase my involvement in sports activities, and keep my diabetes under control.

George also plans to do additional cross-country skiing at Mt. Spokane and tandem biking with his family as a result of his experiences at Snowmass Village. He also enjoyed his first attempt ever at scuba diving, snowmobiling, and goalball. 

“To me, the Winter Sports Clinic illustrates the fact that regardless of our disability, we can do it, no matter what ‘it’ is,” he said. “Just say ‘I can’ and you will.”  
The Winter Sports Clinic is a world leader in promoting rehabilitation through instruction in sports that may be new to veterans and, in many cases, later engage them in year-round activities. For newly injured veterans, including many wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan, the clinic offers them their first experience in winter sports and the motivation to take their rehabilitation to a higher level. 

Regional Groups

Add Chapters 


Two BVA regional groups have been in the process of welcoming new chapters to their ranks during the months of April and May.


On April 17, the Mid-Atlantic Regional Group approved the Shenandoah Valley Winchester Memorial Chapter based in Winchester, Virginia. James Hammond is the current acting president of the chapter until officers are elected.

On April 21, on the opposite coast, nine BVA members met in an Elmer’s Steakhouse in Roseburg, Oregon, to unofficially organize the Roseburg Chapter of the Oregon Columbia Regional Group. The new chapter will be presented to the group for formal approval on May 18. Although the Oregon officers have been designated, they will not be announced until the action is official. 


“I received a wonderful phone call from the folks out there in Winchester,” said BVA member Rae Hail. “We wished each other well and agreed to try a brother-to-brother, across-the-country approach since we have much in common starting out.”


Rae, who credits Earl Ivie with giving him sound advice in his efforts to start the Oregon chapter, also said he looks forward to exchanging information from one coast to the other for a common goal.


“The Virginia people have agreed to buy first round at Happy Hour during the national convention,” he said.

Membership Director Addresses
Prospective BVA Members

Nonmembers of the Blinded Veterans Association who currently receive the print version of the Bulletin should check this issue’s mailing label imprint, according to Director of Membership Alyson Alt.


If a mailing insignia contains the abbreviation NM or NAM at the top right, the Bulletin recipient is not an active member of BVA. 

“We thank these individuals for the interest they have expressed in the past,” said Alyson. “Through the medium of the Bulletin, we have kept them current with legislative news, important events in the world of new technology, and with information about the activities of blinded veterans throughout the country.”

Such prospective members will soon receive a packet that includes a request to make an important decision, that of joining the Association as an active member.

“We are unable to continue sending the Bulletin to individuals with a nonmember history that extends over a five-year period,” said Alyson. “Those who become members, however, can continue to receive both the printed publication and a cassette version of each issue.”

The delivery of the packet will provide prospective members with an adequate time frame for response before names are removed from the Bulletin’s print version mailing list. 
“Please remember that BVA has worked extremely hard in advocating on behalf of our nation’s blinded veterans and their families,” she said. “Since blinded veterans across the country enjoy numerous special programs, services, and benefits because of these efforts, we urge them to show their support by joining the organization.”
 The packet includes a self-addressed return envelope that can be returned by postal mail. Prospective members may also call Alyson at 202-371-8880, Extension 3315, to process their membership by credit card at anytime. It is not necessary to wait for the packet to arrive. 
“We are grateful to the veterans who have been interested enough in BVA’s issues to request delivery of the print version of the Bulletin,” said Alyson. “By now becoming active members, they will be lending the strength of their voice, to an even greater extent, to BVA’s efforts on behalf of all blinded veterans.” 
MOPH Salutes BVA
on 65th Anniversary

BVA’s sister organization The Military of the Purple Heart (MOPH) issued a special press release congratulating BVA on its 65th anniversary.


The release was dated March 23, 2010 and sent from the VSO’s national headquarters in Springfield, Virginia.


“The Military Order of the Purple Heart is pleased to recognize the Blinded Veterans Association and its members on the 65th anniversary of their founding on March 28, 1945,” the announcement stated. “Since its inception, BVA has encouraged the blinded veterans it serves to take their rightful place in the community with their fellowmen and work with them toward the creation of a peaceful world.”


The release also referred to BVA’s early advocacy on behalf of the war-blinded in their pursuit to regain independence, confidence, and self-esteem through rehabilitation and training. 
VA Central Presents 

Framed VSO Emblems 


A color rendition of the BVA emblem is now on display at the VA Central Office in Washington, DC on a newly created “Wall of Partnerships” on the tenth floor.


The unveiling occurred at a ceremony coordinated by VA Voluntary Service Director Laura Balun. Newly appointed Under Secretary for Health Robert A. Petzel presented the framed, glass-enclosed artwork to Tom Miller on March 23.


“Your organization’s continued service to veterans and support of VA’s mission is greatly appreciated and we hope our efforts in creating the ‘Wall of Partnerships’ demonstrates how much we value BVA’s partnership,” said Balun. 
Floridians Tackle 

Transportation Issues


Florida Regional Group members Bob Fick and Gigi Mathis are among several blinded veterans making a difference in their communities by working to improve public transportation accessibility for the blind and visually impaired.


At age 81, Bob was recently appointed to the Polk County Transit Advisory Committee, which is currently working with county legislators on a referendum to fund the transit system.


Gigi, also from Polk County in the city of Lakeland, is starting from scratch in working with the county to establish a transportation advantage system.


“A huge obstacle for us anywhere is transportation,” said regional group member Paul Kaminsky. “It can pay off to stay involved and work with local government to help solve local transportation difficulties.”

Auxiliary’s View

by Joyce Thornton-Gilbert
Thanks to the leadership of BVA National Auxiliary President Hazel Powell, BVAA is preparing with great deliberation for the BVA 65th National Convention in Washington, DC. Once again, the Auxiliary is responsible for the Silent Auction with the purpose of gathering funds for our scholarship program. The scholarships directly benefit the spouses and children of legally blinded veterans. 
The Silent Auction presents a wonderful opportunity for blinded veterans and their families to do a little shopping for something unique to take home for their families. We hope that Auxiliary members will donate the types of items that will attract customers and encourage a purchase or two. The nicer the item, of course, the more funds it will generate for this vital program. With a college and university education becoming more and more costly, the scholarship awards are also increasingly important to students who receive them.

Regional group auxiliaries throughout the country are undoubtedly getting ready to elect new officers for the coming year. They are hopefully, at the same time, designing projects to raise funds for the support of blinded veterans and their families. The Florida Regional Group Auxiliary, for example, is preparing a 50/50 raffle for the state convention in Daytona Beach. The tickets sold will support the Florida scholarship fund. 

We have many other opportunities before us that can make a difference in the lives of blinded veterans and their families. Sometimes just socializing with one another renews long-lasting friendships and creates new ones. Such friendships often bring experiences that remain among our most rewarding and meaningful. 

Remember that BVAA is only as strong as its members. May we do everything possible to strengthen one another and thus increase our collective strength and efforts to better serve our beloved blinded veterans, their families, and the Blinded Veterans Association. 

I look forward to celebrating BVA’s historic 65th anniversary with as many of you as possible. Please do everything possible to make your August trip to Washington, DC a reality.  
Of Note

Vanda Seeks 

Survey Help

Vanda Pharmaceuticals, a bio-tech company located in Rockville, Maryland, is searching for adults with “no light perception” blindness to participate in a survey about problems they may face with sleep and wakefulness. 

The purpose of the survey relates to an investigational new medicine called tasimelteon, a drug the company believes is particularly well-suited to treat the disorder of the sleep/wake cycle experienced by many people with “no light perception” blindness. The condition is often referred to as non-24-hour sleep wake disorder.

Survey participants must be over 18 years of age and blind with no light perception, and have sleep problems and/or daytime sleepiness.

Those surveyed will take a brief phone survey (approximately five minutes) and possibly participate in a future clinical study. 

Non-24-hour sleep wake disorder occurs in some individuals who are totally blind and lack the light sensitivity necessary to reset the “body clock.” This can lead to problems with sleep and/or daytime excessive sleepiness.

All data collected from the phone survey will be kept strictly confidential. To participate, call toll-free 877-708-1935 between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time, Monday through Friday. 
APH Secures FSS

Contract Number
The American Printing House for the Blind now has a VA Federal Supply Schedule (FSS) Contract, according to John Spiegelhalter, Business Development Manager for APH. The contract became official on December 15, 2009.


As a result, APH is now listed on the Internet as a government supplier. The contract number is V797P-4266bb.


“We have constantly been asked by people visiting us in the Exhibit Hall at the BVA National Conventions if we are on contract,” he said. “We are very excited about this news and look forward to serving our veterans!”

Spiegelhalter said that APH worked on securing the contract for approximately five years. 

“In Memory Day”

Offers Healing


An estimated 700 family members, friends, and veterans honored 97 American heroes from the Vietnam War era posthumously at the 12th annual In Memory Day Ceremony on April 19 at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, DC.


In Memory Day was created to pay tribute to the men and women who died prematurely from noncombat injuries and emotional suffering caused directly by their service in the Vietnam War but who are not eligible to have their names inscribed on the Memorial’s Wall.


Family members read aloud the names of their loved ones and placed tributes at the panel of The Wall that corresponds most closely with the honorees’ dates of service. Throughout the ceremony, volunteers and friends also read the names of the 1,874 past honorees.


Noted speakers at the event, hosted by The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, included Brigadier General George Price, USA (Ret), Non Commissioned Officers Association Executive Director for Government Affairs Richard Schneider, and Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-AK). TV Worldwide filmed the ceremony and posted it on its website, www.usvets.tv. 


“Cooking Without Looking”

Shares Useful Techniques

A 30-minute show that airs twice monthly in Palm Beach, Florida, is currently being prepared for national distribution on PBS.


“Cooking Without Looking” is the first TV show ever produced especially for blind and visually impaired individuals. Three hosts, Celia Chacon, Tom Fox, and Annette Watkins, are all blind or visually impaired themselves. They moderate the show and welcome guest similarly blind and visually challenged “chefs” who create their culinary specialties. 

Past recipes have included “Easy Cheesy Potatoes;” “Strawberry Cheesecake Chacon;” “Jamaican Jerk Chicken and Pork;” and “Phil’s Fabulous Gourmet Meatloaf.”

The guests also give tips on how to cook, stay safe, and have fun in the kitchen. The final segment of the program, entitled “Food for Thought,” introduces viewers to people and community organizations who work with the blind and visually impaired. This includes guide dog puppy raisers; a blind pilot who received two corneal transplants and regained his sight; a blind psychologist who gave tips on preventing depression with sight loss; and new vision technology. 

Help Available for

Vet Student Loans


Veterans who are 100 percent service-connected and/or permanently disabled can apply to have their student loans paid off as a result of the Higher Education Opportunity Act passed in August 2008.


Veteran borrowers will be considered totally and permanently disabled for purposes of the loan discharge if they provide documentation from VA showing that they have been determined to be unemployable due to a service-connected condition. The permanent and total disability discharge applies to Federal Family Education Loans, Perkins Loans, William D. Ford Federal Direct Loans, or Teacher Education Assistance for College and Higher Education Grant service obligation.


For more information, go to http://ed.gov/disabilitydischarge/va/html. 
NBP, APH Offer

Braille Constitutions


Recent inquiries to BVA have asked if any entity makes available the U.S. Constitution in Braille. Both the American Printing House for the Blind and National Braille Press, in fact, offer the product.


For more information, visit the websites of the two organizations. For phone orders or customer service information, call APH toll free at 800-223-1839 and NBP at 800-548-7323, Ext. 520.

Survey Seeks to 

Support Caregivers


The National Alliance for Caregiving is undertaking a study to determine how caregivers of veterans are faring and what community and VA services, resources, and programs would support and assist them with their caregiving activities.


The project, funded by the United Health Foundation, will utilize telephone interviews, focus groups, and an online survey of caregivers of veterans from World War II through the current conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.


Caregivers are defined by the assistance they provide in activities of daily living such as bathing, dress, and feeding. Also included are assistance with taking medications, transportation to the doctor’s appointments, housekeeping, and helping veterans with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder and Traumatic Brain Injury.


Cash incentives will be available for study participants and veterans who refer them. Information obtained from the focus groups, telephone interviews, and Internet survey will be confidential. 


Family caregivers or veterans who know of one who may wish to take part in this study may sign up www.gwsurvey.com/caregiversofveterans.html. Please contact Kathy Cameron at kathleen56@caregiving.org or at 703-585-6607. 

“Blind Corners”

Offers Resources


A new website offers information and links to other accessible sites that could be of particular interest to the blind and visually impaired.


“Blind-Corners.com” consists of a Country Music Corner, a “How To” Corner, a Dog Corner, a Talking Book Corner, and a Blind Favorites Corner. Each of the aforementioned sections leads to individual webpages with dozens of additional links to sites of interest.


To visit the site, go to www.blind-corners.com. 

Letters to the Editor

Reader Touts

Victor Stream

Like many Bulletin readers who have chimed in recently regarding the switch to digital book machines, I, too, was anxious to make the change. The announcement almost three years ago motivated me to investigate the Victor Reader Stream by Humanware.


I asked my VIST Coordinator to order a Victor Reader for me, which he readily took care of. I received the machine, about the size of a deck of cards, and began learning how to use it. I enrolled in the National Library Service (NLS) pilot program and began downloading digital books of my choice from the NLS site to my computer and then uploading them to my Victor Reader.


NLS has now adopted the pilot program, which has been renamed BARD (Braille and Audio Reading Download). The program is open to all NLS patrons through an application process.


The Victor Reader Stream has a phone-style key pad to operate the reader. It has a rechargeable battery and a Secure Digital (SD) memory card. The capacity of the reader is almost unlimited, depending on the size of the SD card. 


I love my Stream! I do not have any more missing or defectives tapes, unavailable books, or long waits for the postal carrier. Humanware has been an exhibitor at our last two conventions, offering in the process hands-on demonstrations of the Stream. 









David Norris









Vista, California
Editor Acknowledges

Winter Issue Errors


Try as we do to make certain that our publication is error-free and that nothing unusual occurs in the printing process, two unfortunate problems surfaced in our most recent issue of the Bulletin. 


In the Around BVA piece about Enrique Sanchez and his White Cane Day poster display, the final four words of a quote from him were cut off in mid-sentence. What Enrique actually said was that his poster project was a practical means of putting to use the increased knowledge and abilities he gained at West Haven in order to make a personally meaningful contribution to White Cane Day at the Manhattan VA Medical Center. 


We also mistakenly identified Terry Kebbel as a member of the New Mexico Regional Group in “New Discussion Group for ‘Blinded Vets and Friends.’” Although Terry now lives in Las Cruces, New Mexico, he actually lives within the boundaries and supports the activities of the Rio Grande Regional Group. 


We apologize for the two errors and thank the parties who brought them to our attention.

Stuart Nelson

Bulletin Editor

In Remembrance
The Blinded Veterans Association deeply regrets the deaths of the following blinded veterans.

Central California R.G.
Richard R. Lopez

Connecticut R.G.

George K. Harris, Jr.

Florida R.G.

D. Richard Claassen
Theodisia M. Clements

Otho S. McCullers

Arthur Plotkin

Thomas Q. Sanders

Edgar Stromfeld

George J. Switzer
Philip C. Waterman

James Wu
Gem State R.G.

James W. Stotler
James Edward Turner
Georgia R.G.

Rufus White

Greater Houston R.G.

Melvin Legg

Indiana R.G.

Gino Albanese

Raymond P. Luce

Lee Roy Webb

Kentuckiana R.G.

James D. Hissam

Mid-Atlantic R.G.

Chauncey C. Dorsey

John W. Watson

Mountain States R.G.

H. Russell Stover


New Mexico R.G.

Ben F. Sloter

New York R.G.

Dominick Caldrone

David V. Jenkins

William J. Mardorf

D.H. McFarland

Elizabeth McLaughlin

Charles A. Russo

Paul Viviano

North Carolina R.G.

Claude Lee Campbell

George Curtis

George W. Herbert

James J. Isley

Ralph Tilley
Charles R. Whitehill
Northern California R.G.

Robert H. Manderfeld

Ohio R.G.

William Allen 
Albert Gauden

O-K-I R.G.

Robert I. Smith
Oregon Columbia R.G.

Charles L. Price
Pennsylvania R.G.
Bruce H. Flick.

Joseph Iozzi

David M. White

Sooner R.G.

Clifton D. Bazart

Chester Dean

Ellis B. Dodson

Woody P. Fortenberry

Harold D. Keeran

South Texas R.G.
James E. Beard
Donald D. Skelton
Southern Arizona R.G.

Wayne Hultquist

Southern California R.G.

Walter E. Baird
George W. Nehls
Southern Nevada R.G.

Floyd L. Crowder

Tennessee R.G.

Herchel E. Brewer
Erskin J. Kellum
Wisconsin R.G.

Leonard Foote

Final Thought 

Proceedings of the BVA 65th National Convention will occur just minutes from the Korean War Veterans National Memorial, located in Washington, DC’s West Potomac Park adjacent to the Lincoln Memorial.
 

The Memorial, dedicated in 1995, features 19 stainless steel sculptured statues standing quietly next to the more than 2,500 images of the conflict reflected on a black granite wall. A second granite wall reveals the Memorial’s theme, “Freedom Is Not Free,” etched in silver. Photo courtesy of Ana Fitzpatrick. 
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